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' PREFACE 

I N all the books of this series the exercises proceed strictly 
according to plan. They are classified under eight heads. 
Of these, two are necessarily Comprehension and Composition . 
the immediate aim of the teacher of English is to help the pupils 
to understand what other people say or write and to be understood 
by them. The remaining six categories of exercises are in effect 
exercises in aid of Composition and Comprehension. They are 
the author’s answer to the two all-important questions— (a) “ Can 
a necessary, complete, and useful classification be made of the 
difficulties of Composition and Comprehension ? ” and ( b ) “ Is 
it possible to isolate these difficulties and deal with them one 

at a time ? ” 

i. Difficulties of Vocabulary are dealt with in the exercises 
headed “ English Usages.” These display in appropriate 
setting the idiomatic employments of common words which 
form the basis of good English speech. 

2. To deal with the Difficulties of Coherent Expression the exercises 
on Sentence Building , The Linking of Sentences , and Grammar 
have been devised. 

3. The Difficulties of Appropriate Expression have been met by 
the exercise on Fitness. 

4. Difficulties of Readiness or Fluency —in so far as they are 
difficulties of expression—are in effect difficulties of 
flexibility. Hence appear exercises in flexibility under the 
title “ Ways of Saying the Same Thing.” 

The Composition themes present a wide variety of type. In 
none of the Composition exercises is the pupil left to shoulder the 
whole burden of inventing both subject-matter and expression. 

For simplicity’s sake the exercises in Comprehension appear 
under the title “ What it Means.” 

The book is divided into Sections, each of which deals with the 
expression of a group of associated ideas. Many of the exercises 
are intended for oral use at the teacher’s discretion, for training 
in oral statement seldom receives sufficient attention. 

I have to acknowledge the courtesy of Mr. Lloyd Osbourne for 
permission to include R. L. Stevenson’s “ The Vagabond.” 

J. H. S. 


3 


CONTENTS 

' I 

SECTION I r How Much ? 

ENGLISH USAGES—(2) 8; (5) 10; (8) 11 ; (11) 13; (13) \ a ; 
(15) 15; (16) 16; (19) 17; (21) 18. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES— (3) 9; (12) 14; (20) 18. 

FITNESS—6 7) 16. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(6) 10. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(1) 8; (10) 13. 

GRAMMAR— Adverbs (degree) (4) 9 ; Adverbial Phrases (degree) 

(14) 15 - 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(9) 12. 

SECTION II - Action 

ENGLISH USAGES— (23) 20 ; (28) 23. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(31) 26. 

FITNESS— (29) 23. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING— (24) 20. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(22) 19. 

GRAMMAR—(26) 21. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(27) 22. 

section hi - The Weather 

ENGLISH USAGES—(34) 30 ; (39) 34. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(38) 33. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(33) 30. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(32) 27, 28, 29. 

GRAMMAR—(36) 31. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(37) 32. 

section iv - Success, Failure 

ENGLISH USAGES—(43) 36 ; (48) 39 
THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(47) 39. 

FITNESS—(46) 38. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(42) 36. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(41) 35. 

GRAMMAR —The Work of Adverbs (49) 40. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(44) 37. 

SECTION v - Feelings 

ENGLISH USAGES—(53) 45 ; (56) 47. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(59) 49. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(54) 45 ; (57) 47. 
WHAT IT MEANS—(52) 44. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(55) 46. 

section vi - Movement 

ENGLISH USAGES—(61) 52 ; (65) 54 : (69) 56. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(64) 54. 


CONTENTS——. . - .—. . 

% 

SECTION VI — Movement — (Continued) 

FITNESS—(68) 56. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(612) 52. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(60) 50, 51. 

GRAMMAR—The Subject (66) 55. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(63) 53. 

SECTION vii - Ease, Difficulty 

ENGLISH USAGES—(71) 59 ; (75) 61. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(76) 62. 

FITNESS—(77) 62. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(73) 60. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(70) 57, 58, 59. 

GRAMMAR—" Either ... or m (79) 63. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(74) 61. 

section viii - Time 

ENGLISH USAGES—(81) 65 ; (85) 67 ; (88) 69 ; (91) 70. 
THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(83) 66 ; (90) 70. 

FITNESS—(89) 69. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(82) 65. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(80) 64. 

GRAMMAR— Tense (86) 67. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(87) 68. 

section IX - Good and Evil 

ENGLISH USAGES—(93) 71 ; (96) 75. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(100) 77. 

FITNESS—(99) 77 - 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(104) 82. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(94) 72, 73 ; (98) 76. 

GRAMMAR—" or ” (101) 78. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(95) 74 ; (102) 78. 

section x - Place 

ENGLISH USAGES—(105) 82 ; (1 09) 86 ; (113) 88. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(115) 89. 

FITNESS—(107) 83. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(114) 89. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(108) 84, 85. 

GRAMMAR—(no) 86. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(in) 87. 

section xi - Likeness , Difference 

ENGLISH USAGES—(117) 91 ; (119) 92 ; (122) 94; (127) 97 
THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(124) 95. 

FITNESS—(121) 93. 



SECTION XI — Likeness, Difference — (Continued) 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(123) 95. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(116) 90, 91. 

GRAMMAR—Like (118) 92. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(125) 96. 

section xii - Speech 

ENGLISH USAGES—(129) 100 ; (135) 103 ; (137) 104. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(130) 100. 

FITNESS—(136) 104. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(133) 102. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(128) 98, 99. 

GRAMMAR —The Complement (134) 103. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(131) 101. 

section xm - Thinking 

ENGLISH USAGES—(144) 109. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(141) 106. 

FITNESS—(146) no. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(140) 106. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(138) 105 ; (147) IIO. 

GRAMMAR—Case (145) 109. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(142) 107. 

section xiv - Order 

ENGLISH USAGES—(151) 115; (154) 116; (156) 118. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(152) 115. 

FITNESS—(157) 118. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(149) 114. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(148) ill, 112, 113. 

GRAMMAR —Number (Verbs) (153) 116. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(155) 117. 

section xv - Cause 

ENGLISH USAGES—(158) 119 ; (161) 121 ; (164) 123. 

THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES—(167) 124. 

FITNESS—(165) 123. 

WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING—(162) 121. 

WHAT IT MEANS—(160) 120. 

THE LINKING OF SENTENCES—(163) 122. 

composition - (7) 11 ; (18) 17; (25) 21; (30) 24, 25; (35) 3 1 J 

(40) 34 ; (45) 3 8 5 (50) 4° ; (58) 48 ; (67) 55 ; (72) 60 ; (78) 63 ; 

(84) 66; (92) 71; (97) 75; (103) 79; (106) 83; (112) 88; 

(120) 93; (126) 97; (132) 102; (139) 105; (143) 108; (150) 
114 ; (159) 119 ; (166) 124. 

REVISION - (51) 41 ; (168) 125 ; (169) 126. 

TESTS - 42, 43, 80, 8l, 127, 128. 


INTRODUCTORY 


O N page 3 of this book there is printed what is called 

a Preface. The Preface to a book generally tells the 
reader what the subject of the book is, or why it came to be 
written, or how its subject-matter is arranged. You need 
not trouble to read the Preface on page 3 • it is intended 
to be read by your elders. What is printed on the page 
you are now reading might be called “ A Preface for Pupils. 

The subject of this book is the use of English, how to make 
ourselves understood when we speak or write and to under¬ 
stand what other people write or say. There are not many 
things we may learn to do which are of greater importance. 
If we are to live happy lives we must let others know what 
is in our minds or hearts and learn from them what they 
think or feel. One of the most dreadful forms of punishment 
is to put a man in a cell by himself and allow no one to talk 
or listen to him. Most boys have heard how unpleasant 
an experience it is to be “ sent to Coventry. 

Although it is so important for our well-being that we 
should be able to understand others and make ourselves 
understood by them, many people never learn to write or 
speak English really well. Most of us are able to tell 

others only part of what we feel or think, even when we 

■ 

wish to tell them all. It is surely worth your while to learn 
as well as you possibly can the great business of telling and 
understanding. This book was written to help you to do so. 







INTRODUCTION TO THE 


> 


*•-1 

. •« 

.. * 


J 

4% 

> 

9 


Section I: How Much ? 


SECTION I : I - WHAT IT MEANS 

“ It is exactly six feet high.” (“ It ” is a wall.) 

Which of the following sentences mean exactly the same as the above. 

1. It is fully six feet high. 

2 . It is six feet high and no more. 

3. It is barely six and a half feet high. 

4. It is six feet from top to bottom. 

5. It just falls short of being seven feet high. 

6. It is six feet high at the very least. 

7. At the most it is six feet high. 

8 It is close upon six feet high. 

9. It may be six feet high, but it is certainly no more. 

10. It is six feet high to an inch. 

11. Its height is in the region of six feet. 

12. It is precisely six feet in height. 

13. It is all but seven feet high. 

14. It is six feet high, neither more nor less. 


SECTION I : 2 - ENGLISH USAGES 


1. 


A dealer had three horses to sell. The first horse he 

A dealer Udu , 1 r _ U„if *nurh naam. 


half 


fi. 


He sold the third horee for « much aga* as the second. 

WUt prices did the second and the third horse fetch ? 

( fl ) “ He was a bit of a coward.” Give the exact meaning 


(*) 


of the sentence. 

Use each of these three 
bit by bit , every bit, not a bit. 


sentence— 


3 


strike last ? 


fi 


4 


What do you 


5- M 

W 

M 


___s fond of high feeding. 

think he might like for dinner? 

What is a deep sleep ? 

What is a light sleeper ? 

Give a phrase which’means the opposite of light 
sleeper. 
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SECTION I j 3 — THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

After than and as we often omit one word or more. For instance, 
instead of 

(a) Nobody knows hardship better than he knows it, and 

(b) We are not so rich as they are ; 

we say— 

(a) Nobody knows hardship better than he, and 

(b) We are not so rich as they. 

But if you are in doubt whether to use / or me, he or him, she or 
her, we or us, they or them, after “ as ” or “ than,” fill in the missing 
verb and you will know which is the correct pronoun to use. 

V 

Which of the two pronouns in brackets is the correct one ? 

1. Her sister was much stronger than (she, her). 

2. I am taller than (she, her) but not so strong. 

3. Surely you could tell the story more clearly than (I, me). 

4. Leopards, although they are as fierce as lions, are not so 
strong as (they, them). 

5. You are just as much to blame as (us, we). 

6. Tom is in the same class as (him, he). 

7. I was as badly scared as (she, her). 

8. Do not let us imagine that we know more than (them, 
they). 

9. I do not think that they are as well off as (us, we). 


SECTION 1: 4 - GRAMMAR - ADVERBS (DEGREE) - Revision 

In the following passage pick out the adverbs which answer the 
question “how much?” To what words are they attached? 

“ I felt very sorry, for I was most anxious to please her. 
However, she was greatly upset and utterly refused to see 
me. She sent me word by her maid that she was highly 
indignant at what she called my shockingly bad behaviour. 
I professed, she said, to love her devotedly, and yet, when 
she needed rtie most, I had been too much concerned with 
my own comfort and too little with hers.” 
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5 - ENGLISH USAGES 


to fill in the gaps in the following 


i. He came home in the 


of the morning 


2. I have 


will 


3 


He liveth best who loveth best 

* 


All things both great and 

^ m + • I 


4 


What 


fool she is ! 


5 


The house was on the 


side. 


writing 


for me to read. 


7- 


great 


8 . There is 


doubt that he is the guilty person. 

_ Cr 


9 


He is a grocer, but it must be in a 


way, for he 


employs no assistant to help him. 


i o. He is a grocer, 


a 


fellow, not much more than 


five feet high. 


11. Each of them received a 


portion of cheese. 


What 


bedroom ! 


i3 


very 


14. His cap is too 


for him. 


section 


6 - WAYS OF 


THE SAME THING 


Give the meanings of the following sentences* other 


sentences which 


Examples - 


“ How clever he is ! ” means “He is very clever. 

1 119 9_- 


99 


11UVV WAV. y - < c T 1 T 

What a delightful day we have had ! means We 


▼ 1 — — <_> 199 

had a most delightful day. 


I. 


How well she looks ! 


What 


3 


Much 


What 


5 


Fool that I was ! 


6. How I hated him ! 


7. A great deal you care ! 


\ 


8. With 


9 


A great deal of good that would do you ! 


wise 
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SECTION 1 : 7 - COMPOSITION - A STORY 



What a Holiday ! 


Tell the story of the picture in a composition, which need 
not run to more than eight sentences. Begin thus —“ Oh, 
how I longed for that holiday ! ” 



SECTION I : 8 - ENGLISH USAGES 

* 

Use broad or wide to Jill in the gaps below. 

1. Her eyes were — apart. 

2. You had better give him a — berth. 

3. When I woke it was — daylight. 

4. He has a — mouth. 

5. She came from Ayrshire and spoke — Scotch. 

6. The miller could carry the sacks with ease on his — 
back. 

7. The door was — open. 

8. Your shoulders are — enough to carry any weight. 

9. — trousers were then the fashion for men. 

10. The gown was fitted with — sleeves. 

11. This tree has — leaves. 

12. She gave me a — hint that it was time for me to go 

13. There is a — difference between a Chinaman and < 
Japanese. 
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Section 1: 9 - THE LINKING OF SENTENCES 

Here are two sentences, written in their proper order 

(a) She was tall. (b) She was also slim. 

Sentence ( b) must follow sentence (a). 

To prove that statement, change the order of the sentences, thus 
She was also slim . She was tall. The result is nonsense. 

There must therefore f be something in sentence ( b ) which makes 
it follow sentence (M That something is the word also. The 
word * also * is said be the connective whith links sentence [ 0 ) to 

sentence (a). ' 

Below are further examples of connectives of the same kind 

She was tall. She was slim too. 

She was tall. Moreover she was slim. 

She was tall. Besides she was slim. 

She was tall. Furthermore she was slim. 


I Write suitable sentences to go immediately before the following 

.. He was also hungry. 

. . She hated dogs too. 

o Moreover he refused to wash his face. 

•• ••*••• *. 

4 . Besides they had no right to be there. 

r Furthermore the fire had gone out. 

.. 

XX. Arrange the following sentences in their proper order , and give the 
composition a title . 

When the lady met him she stopped to speak to him, and, 
being rather fond of boys, she patted Tommy on the head. 

On the way home he spied an old lady of his acquaintance 
walking towards him. 

One Sunday Tommy went bird-nesting in defiance of his 
mother’s warning. 

Immediately he slipped the eggs under his cap. 

You can imagine Tommy’s feelings at that moment and his 
appearance immediately afterwards. 

In an hour or two he had gathered some good specimens of 
tliG very he hsid set out to tiricl* 
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SECTION I : 10 - WHAT IT MEANS 

“ He has now completely recovered from his illness. 

Which of the following sentences mean exactly the same as the above 
sentence ? 

1. He is now on the fair road to a complete recovery. 

2. He is a sound man again. 

3. In all his life he has never felt better. 

4. There is no trace of disease left in him. 

5. He is in great measure restored to health. 

6. His has been a marvellous recovery. 

7. His ailment has been completely cured. 

8. He has practically recovered from his illness. 

9. He is now pretty well rid of his illness. 

10. His illness is now a thing of the past. 

11. What a good patient he has been ! 

12. His recovery is complete. 

13. He is ever so much better than he was. 

14. He has been ill, but he is certainly no longer so. 


SECTION I : II- ENGLISH USAGES 

1. If a man is honest to the backbone , how honest is he ? (fairly, 
thoroughly, by no means ?) 

2. Arrange these expressions in order according to their 
meaning— cold , chilled to the bone , cool , benumbed , none too 
warm, 

3. “ Mr. A is a gentleman to the finger-tips.” How much 
of a gentleman is he ? 

4. “ Mrs. B went full sail into her preparations for the 
holidays.” What does the sentence mean ? With what 
is Mrs. B. compared ? 

5. Explain carefully what is meant by the statement, 
“ Fresh meat could not be obtained for love or money.” 

6. What is (a) a light step , (b) a light wind , (c) light soil , 
(d) light work , (e) a light touch ? 

7. Give the exact meaning of these sentences— 

(a) This custom is of long standing. 

(b) He bade me a long farewell. 
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SECTION I : 12 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

* 

“ I read a most interesting book last night.” 

If you wish to lay stress on the interesting nature of the book 
you can do so thus—- 

It was a most interesting book which I read last night. 

The book I read last night was a most interesting one. 

Most interesting indeed was the book I read last night. 

In the same way you can rewrite the sentence “ She found a rare 
fern among the rocks,” so as to throw stress upon the rareness 

of the fern— 

It was a rare fern which she found among the rocks. 

The fern she found among the rocks was a rare one. 

Rare indeed was the fern which she found among the rocks. 

Re-write the following sentence in three ways , 50 as to lay stress upon the 
fact that the shot lion was huge. 

He shot a huge lion with his new rifle. 


SECTION I: 13'“ENGLISH USAGES 


I. scarcely 


quite 


well-nigh entirely 


barely 
all but 


wholly 


next door to not quite 


perfectly to a large extent 


almost 
hardly 
pretty well 
in every respect 


Which of these words and expressions could be used instead of (a) 
pletely, (b) nearly, in the following sentences? 

His answer was completely correct. 

His answer was nearly correct. 

(a) He was over head and ears in debt. 

\b) He was up to the eyes in debt. 

These two sentences mean the same thing. 


com- 


2. 


mean 


? 


3 


to be in bed ? 


of infli 


How long is she likely 


, of three boys in a class, one gained ninety-five marks, 
one gained fifty marks, and one gained thirty marks. 

(a) Which of them was a middling scholar ? 

{b) Which of them was no scholar ? 

(c) Which of them was head and shoulders above the 
other two ? 
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SECTION 1: 14 - GRAMMAR - ADVERBIAL PHRASES (DEGREE) 

- Revision 

All the adverbial phrases in the following sentences answer the 
question how much ? 

Pick out the adverbial phrases and say to what words they are attached . 

1. To a certain extent he was wrong. 

2. I loved her with all my heart. 

3. He enjoyed his holiday to the full. 

4. She was lazy to the backbone. 

5. We were not a bit afraid. 

6. I am by no means satisfied. 

7. She was far and away handsomer than her sister. 

8. I was not in the least disturbed. 

9. She was in great measure successful. 

10. In part he was right. 

11. He was musical through and through. 

12. She was head and shoulders cleverer than I. 

13. In every respect we felt better. 

* 

SECTION 1 : 15 -ENGLISH USAGES 

1. Explain — 

(a) His courage was sadly shaken. 

(b) He was amply rewarded. 

2. How near are you to a person who is within call, out of 
earshot, within a stone's throw , at your heels, hard by, at your 
elbow, within hearing ? 

3. What are the suburbs of a city ? 

4. “ Herring are selling at thirty shillings a barrel, there 
or thereabouts .” Does that mean that they sell at exactly 
thirty shillings a barrel ? 

5. “She was within an ace of falling but — .” Finish 

the sentence in any suitable way. 

6. If a man is close upon seventy, is he more than seventy or 
less than seventy? 

7. Mr. A’s house adjoined Mr. B’s. How near were the 
houses to each other ? 


l6————AN introduction to the 

SECTION I : 1 6 - ENGLISH USAGES 

Use large , or big y or great to fill in the gaps below 

1. You must take — care. 

2. He is a — farmer. 

3. She is a — woman, almost six feet tall. 

4. He is - of limb. 

5. You are a — stranger. 

6. She is fond of — words. 

7. My heart was filled with a' — joy. 

8. Messrs. Smith and White are — contractors. 

9. He talks — . 

10. Milton was a — English poet. 

11. He has gone to Africa to shoot — game. 

12. She lived to a — age. 

13. He had a — tract of country to cover. 


SECTION I : I 7 ” FITNESS 


Each of the following passages contains three words enclosed within 
brackets. Which oj the three is the most suitable one to use ? 


1. I was (terribly, very, greatly) sorry to hear of your 
daughter’s illness. 

2. I shall be (tremendously, furiously, very) pleased if you 
can spend next Saturday evening with us. 

3. I was glad you introduced me to your cousin, Alice. 
She struck me as being a (hugely, remarkably, fairly) 


4 


fine girl. 


- 

I have met him once only, and so I know him but (little, 

. 1 ♦ 1 * 9 




scantily, slightly). 


very 


spoke to him, he abused me. (horribly, violently 


pitifully). 

6. Many thanks for your kind letter. I am glad to say 
that Johnny has now (utterly, totally, completely) 
recovered from his illness, and he is now as well as ever 


he was. 

7. It was nearly twelve o’clock when I got home last night. 
Father was waiting up for me and he was (much, 
greatly, exceedingly) angry with me for being out so late. 
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SECTION I : iS — COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION 


The Elephant 


Below are some notes on the elephant. They are not arranged in any 
kind of order. 

tusks, trunk 

largest land animal 

two kinds—African, Indian 

food—Indian : grass, fresh shoots of leaves ) , . 

African : roots, tubers, bulbs, branches ) ° 

Indian—smaller ears, small tusks in male, hardly any tusks 
in female 

\ 

African—large ears, large tusks in both male and female 
ivory obtained from tusks of African elephant 
short neck, but long trunk (how does it reach its food ?) 
Indian elephant used to carry or drag heavy loads 

Arrange these notes under the headings —(1) 1 Size and appearanre of 
the elephant , (2) Kinds of elephants , (3) Their food, (4) Their uses. 
Then write a composition on “ The Elephant ” in four paragraphs. 


SECTION I: I 9 .r ENGLISH USAGES 

f * 

1. In each of the sentences below , put one word in place of the expression 
printed in italics. 

{a) They fought tooth and nail. 

(b) This goes on all the year round. 

(c) Nobody can touch him at football. 

(d) He was next door to mad. 

(e) These things go a long way to prove that you were 
wrong. 

2. At what season of the year do the days begin to draw in ? 

3. Kate was asked to sing. She refused point-blank. What 
did she say ? (Give the exact words.) 

4. Read these sentences carefully— 

(0) The car cost a heap of money. 

( b) The car cost a pretty sum. 

(r) The car cost a good round sum. 

These sentences all mean the same thing. What do they mean ? 


t R . .AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 

SECTION I ! 20 — THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

Finish each of the following sentences in any way which seems to you to 
make good sense. 

(In the first three sentences there are only two words to be supplied. 
At the end of each of the remaining sentences there is a word 

given which you should use.) 

1. The more money a man has, the more • 

2. The wetter it is, the more the ducks 

3. The longer I waited, the colder — 

4. The longer I know him,--• (like) 

5. The less you stroke a cat,----• (scratched) 

6. The harder I work at arithmetic,-—• (know) 

7. The nearer we get to Christmas, • (shorter) 

8. The higher we mounted, —-. (colder) 

9. The longer we walked, -• (sorer) 

10. The easier the task is,-- (sooner) 

11. Divide the cake. The fewer there are of us, — 

(each) 

12. The colder the weather,-• (robin) 

13. The longer I read this book,-- (interested) 

SECTION I : 21 - ENGLISH USAGES 

1. What exactly is the meaning of nice and in this sentence— 
“ The meat was nice and tender ” ? 

2. “ When it is raining hard we say that it is soft weather. 
Does that statement make good sense ? 

3. If you ask someone to do something for you and he meets 
you with a flat refusal , what does he say ? (Give his 

actual words.) 

4. Make a few sentences giving an account of a hairbreadth 
escape. 

5. What is (a) a dead calm , (b) a dead faint , (c) a dead stop . 
Make sentences in which these phrases occur. 

6. “ There were twenty present at the outside” How many 
were present—more than twenty, twenty, fewer than 
twenty, much fewer than twenty, no more than twenty . 

7. Mr. Giles was a big man. Yet he was a small farmer. 
How could that be ? 
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Section II: Action 

SECTION II : 22 - WHAT IT MEANS 

The Idler — A Hebrew Poem 

Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; 

Consider her ways, 

And be wise ; 

Which having no guide, 

Overseer, 

Or ruler, 

Provideth her meat in the summer. 

And gathereth her food in the harvest. 

Hq,w long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard ? 

When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep ? 

Yet a little sleep, 

A little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to sleep ; 

So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, 
And thy want as an armed man. 

{Proverbs vi t 6~n ) 


Which of the following statements teach something different from what 
is taught by the above passage ? 


1. You may learn a useful lesson from the ant. 

2. The ant waits for orders from his superior officer and 
obeys them. 

3. The ant is a prudent creature. 

4. The idler can never be sure whether he will escape the 
day of reckoning. 

5. Enjoy yourselves while you may. 

6. Want is the sluggard’s portion. - 

7. It does not always follow that the sluggard comes to want. 

8. The ant toils unthinkingly. 

9. How tireless the ant is ! 

10. The idler must take the consequences of his idleness. 

11. There is always the chance that the sluggard will pav 
for his sloth. 

12. The idler has the best of it in the long run. 

13. The ant does not need to be told what to do. 


* 


♦ 
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SECTION II : 23 - ENGLISH USAGES 

1. What makes a man horny-handed ? 

2. Mr. A while on his way to business met Mr. B, who asked 
him if he was off to the daily grind. What was Mr. A’s 
reply ? 

3. Mr. X, who was seventy years of age, died in harness . 
When did he retire from work ? 

4. At what time is a man off the chain ? 

5. “ Let him cool his heels” Give one word for the expression 
in italics. 

6 . Give the meaning of this verse in the form of a command — 

“ No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Luke ix, 62.) 

7. Mr. B was asked to do a piece of work, but he asked to 
be excused on the ground that his hands were full. He 
did not use these very words. What did he say ? 

8. “You must put your best foot foremost .” Give in two simple 
words the meaning of the expression printed in italics. 


SECTION II : 2 zJ. - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 
Make the sentence on the right mean the same as that opposite to it on 

m ^ 

the itji. 


i. His smartness astonished me = 

= — was — 

at 

2. What a time he took to 

come ! 

= He was — 


3. Do not loiter on the way = 



4. He was never up to time = 

= — was — 


5. How she dawdled ! = 

= — certainly did not —. 

6. Work was his hobby 

= He — — 

1 

• 

7. What a slow-coach he is ! 

= — never 


8. She was always up and 

doing = 

= She — - 

» 

9. He never rests = 

= He — — 

■ at — . 

10. You cannot always be 

working * 

= You- 

sometimes. 

11. People say that he is lazy = 

= He — said 

1 • 

12. You should not work by fits 

and starts = 

= Work — 

• 


13. She is never in a hurry = — — takes — time. 


■ r 


T 


% 
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SECTION II : 25 - COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION - An 

Experience 

A Visit to a Cinema 

Note — Tou need not follow the instructions given below if you think 

you can make a better plan for yourself. 

1. The first paragraph of your composition should begin 
thus. “ Let me tell you of a visit I paid last night (last 
week, a month ago) to the — Cinema at — Then 
go on to say how it happened that you went on this visit 
(taken by your parents, or allowed to go as a reward for 
something you had done, or sent by your parents because 
they wanted peace for an hour or two), whether you 
went alone or in company, how you arrived at the 
box-office and then found a seat (good or bad ?). 

2. The second paragraph should describe the various items 
on the programme and what you thought of each. Then 
give your opinion of the programme as a whole. 

3. The last paragraph (one sentence is enough) should 
describe your return home. 

SECTION II : 20 - GRAMMAR 

I. Turn the verbs in the following sentences into verbs in the past tense. 

Example : She swims gracefully. She swam gracefully. 

1. He lies still. 7. He strides along. 

2. He lays down his stick. 8. She thrives. 

3. The baby crows lustily. 9. You forsake yourWd friends. 

4. I see him. 10. He treads in my footsteps. 

5. I always eat slowly. 11. She abides by her word. 

6. He always beats me. 12. The sun shines brightly. 

II. Turn the verbs below into verbs in the present tense. 

Example : She bound her hair. She binds her hair. 

% 

1. He stuck fast. 7. He hid. 

2. She wrung her hands. 8. You lent her money. 

3. I hid myself. 9. I hurt her. 

4. The water froze. 10. She clad herself. 

5. The bird flew off. 11. You shut the^oor. 

6. I fled for safety. 12. She sped homewards. 
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27 -THE LINKING OF SENTENCES 


Read these three sentences 


“ Flora Dickson is a governess. . She looks after the two 
children of a wealthy merchant. Though lovable enough, 
they are apt to make a bear-garden of their nursery.” 

Note : The expressions which link the second sentence with the 
first, or the third with the second, are printed in italics. 

Clearly these sentences are connected in meaning because the 
‘ Flora Dickson 9 of the first sentence is the same person as the 
‘ she ’ of the second sentence, and the * two children 9 of the 
second sentence are the same people as the 4 they 9 of the 
third. Thus the second sentence is linked up with the first by 
the word she , and the third sentence with the second by the word 
they. 


I. What are the linking words (connectives) in the second , third , 
and fourth sentences of the following passage ? 

“ The school I attend is called the King’s Road School. It 
is a mixed school, both boys and girls attending it. Like 
myself, they seem to get at least some pleasure, though 
perhaps not much, from the work they do. That, I need 
not say, is always as little as they can contrive to make it.” 


^ 1 . Arrange the following sentences in their proper order and give the 
composition a title . 

He was lowered down at night from a bedroom window by 
some sheets, and plundered the tree. 

These the boys regarded as lawful booty and in the highest 
degree tempting. 

That explanation shows what kind of boy Nelson was, for 
he said that he only took the pears because every other boy 
was afraid. 

The following story is told about Nelson and his schoolmates. 

Thereupon he was drawn up with the pears, which he shared 
among his schoolfellows without keeping any for himself. 

Nelson volunteered upon the service. 

In the schoolmaster’s garden some fine pears were growing. 

The boldest among them, however, were afraid to venture 
for the prize. 

It was not unselfishness that made him do so, as his own 
explanation will show. 
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SECTION n ! 28 — ENGLISH USAGES — Sleep 

1. Mr. A was asleep. His slumbers were interrupted by a 
noise downstairs. What did he do ? 

* t 

2. Miss Jackson had a severe headache, but she '$nanaged 

to sleep it off. What happened ? 7 

3. What is a sleep-walker ? 

4. Give the meaning of—(<2) broken sleep , {b) sound sleep , 
(e) the sleep of the just , (d) a fitful sleep , (e) uneasy slumbers . 
(J*) sleep of exhaustion , (g) a dreamless sleep. 

5. Examine this sentence—She went to bed at two o^ clock 
in the morning, and by three o’clock she was enjoying 
her beauty sleep.” Does it make good sense ? Explain. 

6. Wanholm is a sleepy little place. What kind of factories 
would you expect to find in it ? 

7. Mr. Atkins slept the clock round. For how long did he sleep ? 


SECTION II : 29 - FITNESS 

begin at the wrong end put his foot in it 

have his hands full lose his balance 

quarrel with his own bread and lock the stable after the horse 

butter has been stolen 

Use these phrases to complete the following statements — 

1. He says he could do with a week of eight days. He 

seems to--. 

2. “ Let me introduce Miss Hexton, one of my very oldest 

friends,” said the aged Mr. Smith. He had-. 

3. He found he was running into debt, and the ties he wore 

were very expensive. So he went every day without 
breakfast. He was one of those who -. 

4. His success has been too rapid for him. He is sure 

to —-. 

5. He woke with his bedroom ablaze. Instantly he blew 

out the candle. Some men can be relied on to--. 

6. He took good care that his employer won the match. 

He was not the man to-. 


—AN INTRODUCTION TO 


SECTION II : 30 “ COMPOSITION - A STORY 

Young Lochinvar 

O, young Lochinvar is come out of the west, 

Through all the wide Border his steed was the best, 
And save his good broadsword he weapons had none j 
He rode all unarmed, and he rode all alone : 

So faithful in love, and so dauntless in war, 

There never was knight like the young Lochinvar. 

He stayed not for brake, and he stopped not for stone, 
He swam the Eske river where ford there was none ; 
But, ere he alighted at Nether by gate, 

The bride had consented, the gallant came late : 

For a laggard in love, and a dastard in war, 

Was to wed the fair Ellen of brave Lochinvar. 

So boldly he entered the Netherby hall. 

Among bride’s-men and kinsmen, and brothers and all : 
Then spoke the bride’s father, his hand on his sword 
(For the poor craven bridegroom said never a word), 

“ O, come ye in peace here, or come ye in war, 

Or to dance at our bridal, young Lord Lochinvar ? ” 

“ I long wooed your daughter, my suit you denied— 
Love swells like the Solway, but ebbs like its tide— 

And now I am come, with this lost love of mine 
To lead but one measure, drink one cup of wine. 

There are maidens in Scotland more lovely by far, 

That would gladly be bride to the young Lochinvar.” 

The bride kissed the goblet : the knight took it up, 

He quaffed off the wine, and he threw down the cup ; 
She looked down to blush, and she looked up to sigh, 
With a smile on her lips and a tear in her eye. 

He took her soft hand, ere her mother could bar, 

“ Now tread we a measure ! ” said young Lochinvar. 
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So stately his form, and so lovely her face, 

That never a hall such a galliard did grace ; 

While her mother did fret, and her father did fume, 

And the bridegroom stood dangUng his bonnet and plume ; 
And the bride-maidens whispered, “ ’Twere better by far 
To have matched our fair cousin with young Lochinvar.” 

One touch to her hand, and one word in her ear, 

When they reached the hall-door, and the charger stood near; 
So light to the croupe the fair lady he swung. 

So light to the saddle before her he sprung. 

“ She is won, we are gone, over bank, bush and scaur ; 

They’ll have fleet steeds that follow,” quoth young Lochinvar. 

There was mounting ’mong Graemes of the Netherby clan ; 
Forsters, Fenwicks, and Musgraves, they rode and they ran ; 
There was racing and chasing on Gannobie Lee, 

But the lost bride of Netherby ne’er did they see. 

So daring in love, and so dauntless in war, 

Have ye e’er heard of gallant like young Lochinvar ? 

Sir Walter Scott 


Tell the story of the poem as Lochinvar might have told it 
to a company of his friends when he returned to his home 
with the fair Ellen. 

The plan of the composition — 

Paragraph 1—Lochinvar sets out from his home: his feelings as 

he did so. 

Paragraph 2—His journey to Netherby: the news he received 

when he got there. 

Paragraph 3—His reception by the kinsmen of fair Ellen: what 

happened in the hall of Netherby. 

3 Paragraph 4—The flight. 
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SECTION II : 3 1 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 


“ By accident I cracked Mrs. Grant’s window with my stick. 


99 


entence may be divided into five 

I 2 


3 4 . , . 5 

eked I Mrs. Grant’s window with m 


If you wish to do so for any reason , you may lay stress on the meaning of 


any one of these five 
fashion 


r 

part i. It was by accident that I cracked Mrs. Grant’s 


window with my stick. 


PART 2 . 


Mrs. Grant’s window 

with my stick. 


part 4. 


PART 5. 


It was Mrs. Grant s window that 1 cracked by 
with my stick. 

It was with my stick that I cracked Mrs 


window by accident. 


other and better ways of laying stress on each of 
five parts of the sentence — 


PART I. 


My cracking of Mrs 
was an accident. 


part 2. 


I was the person who accidentally cracked Mrs 
Grant’s window with a stick. 


part 3. 


; did not try to crack Mrs. Grant’s window with 
stick, but I did so. 


part 4 


_ __ I accidentally cracked with 

Mrs. Grant’s. 


PART 5. 


It was that unlucky stick of mine which cracked 
Mrs. Grant’s window. 


entence , “ By good fortune Tommy found a half- 
burnt candle on the shelf.” 


Divide it into five parts , thus 


1 23 4 

By good fortune | Tommy | found | a half-burnt candle | 


5 


on the shelf. 


of the five 


turn , thus 


part 1. (a) It was 


that Tommy 


, or 


part 2. (a) It was 


(b) Tommy’s finding 


a piece of 


who 


, or 


_iy was the person who 

part 3. Tommy did not place the 

found-. 


he 


part 4. (tf) It was a 


or 


(b) The candle which 


half- 


one. 


part 5. It was on the 
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Section III: The Weather 


SECTION III : 32 - WHAT IT MEANS 


The Storm 


Here follow, one of the most remarkable pieces of description in English 
prose. The extract is taken from David. Copperfield, by Charles Dickens, 

great English novelist. 


“ Don’t you think that,” I asked the coachman, in the first 
stage out of London, “ a very remarkable sky ? I don’t remember 

to have seen one like it.” 


“ Nor I—not equal to it,” he replied. “ That’s wind, Sir. 
There’ll be mischief done at sea, I expect, before long. 


It was a murky confusion of flying clouds, through which the 
wild moon seemed to plunge headlong, as if she had lost her way 
and were frightened. There had been a wind all day ; and it 
was rising then, with an extraordinary great sound. In another 
hour it had much increased, and the sky was more overcast, 


and it blew hard. 


But as the night advanced, the clouds closing in and densely 
overspreading the whole sky, then very dark, it came on to 
blow harder and harder. It still increased, until our horses 
could scarcely face the wind. Many times, in the dark part of 
the night (it was then late in September, when the nights were 
not short), the leaders turned about, or came to a dead stop ; 
and we were often in serious apprehension that the coach would 
be blown over. Sweeping gusts of rain came up before this 
storm, like showers of steel ; and, at those times, when there 
was any shelter of trees or lee walls to be got, we were glad to 
stop, in a sheer impossibility of continuing the struggle. 

When the day broke, it blew harder and harder. I had been 
in Yarmouth when the seamen said it blew great guns, but I had 
never known the like of this, or anything approaching to it. We 
came to Ipswich—very late, having had to fight every inch of 
ground since we were ten miles out of London—and found a 
cluster of people in the market-place who had risen from their 
beds in the night, fearful of falling chimneys. Some of these, 
gathering about the inn-yard while we changed horses, told us 
of great sheets of lead having been ripped off* a high church- 
tower and flung into a by-street, which they then blocked up. 
Others had to tell of country people, coming in from neighbouring 
villages, who had seen great trees lying torn out of the earth, and 
whole ricks scattered about the roads and fields. Still, there 
was no abatement in the storm, but it blew harder. 
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As we struggled on, nearer and nearer to the sea, from which 

this mighty wind was blowing dead on shore, its force became 

more and more terrific. Long before we saw the sea, its spray 

was on our lips, and showered salt rain upon us. The water 

was out, over miles and miles of the flat country near Yarmouth • 

and every sheet and puddle lashed its banks, and had its stress 

of litde breakers setting heavily towards us. When at last we 

got into the town the people came out to their doors, all aslant 

and with streaming hair, making a wonder of the mail that had 
come through such a night. 

I put up at the inn, and went down to look at the sea ; stagger¬ 
ing along the street, which was strewn with sand and sea-weed 
and with flying blotches of sea-foam ; afraid of falling slates and 
tiles ; and holding by people I met at angry corners. Coming 
near the beach, I saw, not only the boatmen, but half the people 
of the town, lurking behind buildings ; some now and then 
braving the fury of the storm to look away to sea, and blown 
sheer out of their course in trying to get zigzag back. 

Joining these groups, I found bewailing women whose husbands 
were away in herring or oyster boats which there was too much 
reason to think might have foundered before they could run in 
anywhere for safety. Grizzled old sailors were among the people, 
shaking their heads as they looked from water to sky, and mutter¬ 
ing to one another ; shipowners, excited and uneasy ; children, 
huddling together, and peering into older faces ; even stout 
mariners, disturbed and anxious, levelling their glasses at the sea 
from behind places of shelter, as if they were watching an enemy. 

Charles Dickens 


I. Here are two scenes which an artist might paint—(i) the 
inn-yard at Ipswich when the coach arrived, (2) the scene 
near the beach at Yarmouth. 

What would you expect to find shown in these pictures ? 


II. Give single words which might take the places of the phrases italicised— 

(a) It was then late September when the nights 

not short. 

(b) There’ll be mischief done at sea before long . 


were 
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(c) We were in serious apprehension that the coach would 

be blown over. 

(d) It blew great guns. 

(e) Great trees were torn up by the roots 


III. Which of the following adjectives best describe the wind? 

fierce keen freezing strong boisterous icy 

raging violent bitter raving moderate furious 

IV. Which of the following statements are true ? 

Which of them are untrue ? 

Which of them may or may not be true ? 

1. The wind was bitterly cold. 

2. I was wet through when I reached the inn. 

3. When we reached Yarmouth it was blowing great guns. 

4. The country near Yarmouth is flat. 

5. During the night the storm grew in force. 

6. The beach at Yarmouth was crowded with people 
looking out to sea. 

7. Some of the Yarmouth houses had tiled roofs. 

8. Many of the herring boats were wrecked. 

9. It rained through the night without stopping. 

10. The people of Ipswich were afraid that the chimneys 
would crash through the roofs. 

11. More than once the coach was almost blown over. 

12. Throughout the night we struggled on without a stop. 

13. We tasted the sea before we saw it. 
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SECTION III: 33 “ WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 

I. Here are four ways of saying the same thing-—* 

We reached Yarmouth in spite of the storm. 

In spite of the storm we reached Yarmouth. 

Yarmouth was reached by us in spite of the storm. 

The storm did not keep us from reaching Yarmouth. 

Give three other ways of saying — 

(a) We reached Yarmouth through sheer determination. 

(b) They sought shelter because of the wind. 

II. Here are five ways of saying the same thing — 

The wind blew men off their feet by its force. 

By its force the wind blew men off their feet. 

The force of the wind blew men off their feet. 

Men were blown off their feet by the force of the wind. 

M 

The wind was so strong that it blew men off their feet. 

Give four other ways of saying — 

The storm drove many vessels ashore in its fury. 

> A A A A A A A A A ^ 

SECTION III : 34 - ENGLISH USAGES 

1. Winds 

P u ff> hurricane J gale, zephyr, gust, whirlwind , blast, tornado 

(a) Which of these winds is the gentlest ? Which is the 
most violent ? 

(b) Which of them come suddenly ? 

(c) Which of them travel round and round ? 

2. Heat and Cold 

(a) What is (a) a heat wave, (b) sultry weather ? 

(b) Describe these— sleet, hail, hoar-frost, thaw. 

( c) What is the opposite of hard in the expression a hard 
winter ? 

3. Wet 

What is (a) a watery sky, ( b) a drizzle, ( c) a cloud-burst ? 

4. Sunshine and Shadow 

(a) To lour is to frown or scowl. Describe a louring sky. 

( b ) Explain a haze , dusk, broad daylight, a copper sky. 
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section m : 35 - COMPOSITION - A Summary 

“ There is something in the very season of the year that gives 
a charm to Christmas. At other times we derive a great portion 
of our pleasures from the mere beauties of nature. The song ot 
the bird, the murmur of the stream, the breathing fragrance ol 
spring, the soft beauty of summer, the golden pomp of autumn, 
earth with its mantle of refreshing green, and heaven with its 
deep delicious blue, all fill us with delight. But at Christmas 
time, when nature lies despoiled of every charm, and wrapped 
in her shroud of sheeted snow, we turn elsewhere for our pleasures. 
The dreariness of the landscape, the short gloomy days and dark¬ 
some nights, make us take keener delight in meeting our friends. 
We feel more deeply the charm of each other’s company and are 
made to depend more upon each other for enjoyment. 

Washington Irving 

Two main ideas are expressed in the above passage. Try to 
express them in two sentences, the first sentence beginning, 
“ In springy summery and autumn . . and the second beginning, 

“ But at Christmas time . . .” 


SECTION III: 36 - GRAMMAR - The Work of Adjectives 

Pick out the adjectives and adjective phrases in the following sentences, 

and give the words to which they are attached. (Adjectives answer 

the questions (1) Of what sort? (2) How much? ot How many? 

(3) Which?) 

1. The sky was darkened by clouds laden with rain. 

2. A heavy shower lasting fully ten minutes drove people 
indoors. 

3. A gale of hurricane force blew down the Channel. 

4. Our journey to Yarmouth was a thing never to be 
forgotten. 

5. My progress against the wind was slow and tiring. 

6. I travelled outside, all the seats inside the coach having 
been booked. 

7. The outside passengers had a most uncomfortable 
journey. 

8. Some houses near the river were in grave danger of 
being flooded. 

9. There was no water to drink. 

10. A tree in the forest was blown down. 

11. There were many old beeches in the forest. 

12. Huddled together, the wives of fishermen out at sea 
gazed seawards. 
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SECTION III : 37“ THE LINKING OF SENTENCES 


Below are six groups of two sentences which show the most 

th^fTT’ th + ° ugh not OI } l Y> wa Y of linking sentences. In 
he first sentence something is spoken of which appears also in 

the second sentence but usually in other words. This repetition 

links the sentences. Thus in (x) below, Thunder StorwTZ 

first sentence appear as they in the second, and in (2) a noise 
is referred to in it, and so on. V ' 


1. Thunder storms are sometimes most alarming. They are 
usually more terrifying than dangerous. 

2. What a noise ! I can hear nothing for it. 

3. There are wind-storms and rain-storms, thunderstorms and 
snowstorms. Of these evils I cannot say which I dislike most. 

4. Broken chimney-pots lay about the streets. This wreckage 
proved how fierce the gale had been. 

5* I went to a concert last night. There I heard a song I 
had not heard for years. 

6. The burglary was committed near two a.m. At that 
moment the accused was in bed. 

7. When I looked out to sea, I saw the pitiful remains of a 

vessel lying on the rocks. The sight filled my heart with 
sadness. 


Pick out the expressions in the following paragraph which link the sentences 
together. 

I have seen a boat of castaways in the Mexican gulf, not 
far from the Haulover. There were four of them, all dying 
of thirst, in a boat without oars. All about that boat was a 
jostling company, hundreds of them. The sea was thick 
with the monsters. Beating up to them against the wind 
we could smell them. I tell you it was a bad sight, that 
company about the boat. We had a steady convoy back 
to the ship, though we piked them in the snout by the score. 
As we hoisted up those thirsty ones, the grey shapes rose 
half out of the water at them. When I think of that boat 
near the Haulover, I am little minded to leap into the 
water to save anyone. 

(Note that the last sentence of the paragraph is here linked with the first.) 
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SECTION ra : 38 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

“ At midnight the storm blew down an old oak in the royal 
park.” 

This sentence may be divided into five parts, thus — 

1 2 3 4 

At midnight | the storm | blew down | an old oak | 

5 

in the royal park. 

As the sentence stands, no one part has any special stress given 
to it, but if, for any purpose, you wish to lay special stress upon 
the meaning of any one of these parts, you must re-write the 
sentence. Below are given six ways of doing so, that is, six 
versions of the above sentence. 

I. Which of the five parts of the above sentence is stressed in each of the 
following versions of it ? 

1. It was in the royal park that an old oak was blown down 
at midnight by the storm. 

2. It was at midnight that the storm blew down an old oak 
in the royal park. 

3. The time at which the storm blew down an old oak in 
the royal park was midnight. 

4. The oak blown down by the storm in the royal park at 
midnight was an old one. 

5. The old oak did not fall down at midnight in the royal 
park of its own accord ; it was blown down. 

6. The fall of the old oak at midnight in the royal park 
was the storm’s doing. 

II. 1 23 

Just as morning dawned J the river j swept away [ 

4 5 

a new bridge | at Beechstowe. 

Give special stress to parts i, 2, 4, 5 of the above sentence by re-writing 
the sentence thus — 

part 1. It was just as morning dawned that-, or 

The time when the river-was -. 

part 2. It was the river that-, or 

The sweeping away of-the river’s doing. 

part 4. It was a new bridge that-, or 

The bridge that-was a new one. 

part 5. It was at Beechstowe that-. 


34 —— — — — — — — —AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 

section hi : 39 - ENGLISH USAGES - Storms 

1. “It was a stormy sunset” does not always mean “ When 
the sun set, a storm was raging.” What else might it 
mean ? 

2. There are rain-storms and wind-storms . Name two other 
kinds of storms. 

3. Mrs. A and Mrs. B fell out. When people heard of it, 
they said, “ What a storm in a teacup ! ” When did Mrs. A 
and Mrs. B fall out ? What did they quarrel about ? 

4. “ When I told her what I had done, she broke into a 
storm of abuse” How did she feel at the moment ? 

5. “ The Prime Minister took his vast audience by storm” 
Give some account of what happened at the meeting. 

6. The years 1914 to 1918 were a time of storm and stress for 
all the people of Europe. Explain. 

7. Mrs. X eyed her daughter thoughtfully for a moment or 
two, but this was merely the calm before the storm. What 
did Mrs. X do next ? 


SECTION III : 40 - COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION - What it does 

The Sun’s Work 

I. Answer the following questions — 

1. Where does the sun rise ? Where does it set ? 

2. At what hour does it reach its highest point in the sky? 

3. Does the sun always rise at the same hour and set at the 
same hour ? 

4. When are the days shortest ? When are they longest ? 

5. Does it give the same amount of heat and light every¬ 
where ? 

6. Where are its rays hottest ? least hot ? (tropics, arctic 
regions). 

7. Does the amount of heat and light given by the sun make 
any difference to plants and animals ? 

8. Does the presence or absence of the sun in the sky make 
any difference in your feelings ? 

II. Write a composition on “ The Sun’s Work ” in four paragraphs — 
(1) the sun’s daily path, (2) summer and winter, (3) the 
sun’s gifts—light and heat, (4) the influence of sunshine on 
your feelings. 
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Section IV: Success, Failure 

SECTION IV : 41 ” WHAT IT MEANS 

“In his boyhood days Richard had promised himself that 
some day he would be a foreman in the works in which his 
father was employed as a labourer. Now he was the owner of 
the works and of other works as well. His success had not 
been the result of accident: he had deserved it by sheer hard 
toil, and he had not been unhappy. It was something to be 
proud of that by his own efforts he had made himself respected, 

even if not loved, by everybody. 

There was, however, a little cloud in his sky. What had 
become of his brother, careless, happy-go-lucky Roy, who with 
Richard’s help had made some show of becoming a painter but 
had failed in that as in everything else he undertook ? ” 

Which of the following statements are true of Richard ? 

Which of them are true of Roy ? 

Which of them are true of neither Roy nor Richard ? 

1. He had gone under. 

2. What a lucky dog ! 

3. He was the spoilt child of fortune. 

4. His efforts had been crowned with success. 

5. Prosperity had come his way : he had compelled it to do 
so. 

6. That easy-going nature of his was his undoing. 

7. He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. 

8. Fortune frowned on him. 

9. He had made his way in the world. 

10. He must have been born under an unlucky star. 

11. His bark had foundered. 

12. The fight had gone against him. 

13. Success had come to him unsought. 

14. He had succeeded beyond his wildest dream. 

15. He had fallen on his feet. 

16. Poor luckless fellow ! 

17. He was down and out. 

18. Victory was his. 
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SECTION IV : 42 - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 


I. Here are four ways of saying the same thing — 

He failed through pride. 

Pride was the cause of his failure. 

His failure was due to pride. 

He was proud and so he failed. 

Give three other ways of saying — 

[a) He succeeded through sheer luck. 

(b) She lost through ignorance. 

II. Here are five ways of saying the same thing — 

He won a fortune by hard work. 

PI is fortune was won by hard work. 

Hard work gained him his fortune. 

To win his fortune he had to work hard. 

His hard work resulted in his winning a fortune. 

Give four other ways of saying — 

“ He gained his object through patience.” 


SECTION IV : 43 — ENGLISH USAGES 

1. What exactly has happened to a man who has fallen on 
evil days ? 

2. Dora made a joke. It fell flat. Did her hearers chuckle, 
laugh loudly, or remain silent ? 

3. Would a wild-goose be an easy bird to capture ? What 
does the latter half of this sentence mean—“ Nelson 
pursued the French fleet over the Atlantic and back 
again, but it was a wild-goose chase ? 

4. Catherine made a hit with her new song. What did 
people say about it ? 

5. Mrs. Miller bade her son God-speed. What did she say 
to him ? 

6. Harry had a chance of beating Tom. He let the chance 
slip through his fingers. Who won ? 

7. What is the difference in meaning between these two 

sentences ? 

(a) She was the victim of misfortune. 

(&) She deserved to fail. 
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SECTION IV : 44 “ THE LINKING OF SENTENCES 


I. In each of the following paragraphs pick out the expression in the 
second sentence which links it with the first , and the expression in the 
third sentence which links it with the second. 

1. Christopher Columbus, the discoverer of America, was 
bom near Genoa. That city is situated on a gulf of the 
Mediterranean. It was on the waters of this great inland 
sea that Columbus received his first lessons in seamanship. 

2. He hoped to win the race. He had good reason to 
believe he would be successful in this because for the first 
time in his life he had gone into the strictest training. 
He had enjoyed every moment of the new experience. 

3. His teacher always said that Tommy would succeed. 
She was a far-seeing woman who both liked and under¬ 
stood her pupils. In return they liked and tried to 
understand her. 

4. Dora saved enough money to take her to the Palace 

Cinema. A new comedy was being shown there. It was 
a great success. 

5. Jack and Jill went up the hill but on their way back ill 
luck befell them. The former fell. The latter was not 
slow in following the bad example. 

6. She returned home at half-past two. Just then the clock 
struck three. It was half an hour fast. 


II. Arrange the following sentences in order and in two paragraphs , 
and give the composition a title. 

1. His men did not believe in his mission and it was only 

because of the entreaties and promises of their captain 
that they continued the voyage. 

2. They all refused, but at length the Queen of Castile 
agreed to lend her aid. 

% 

3. As Christopher Columbus advanced in years and in 
knowledge, the idea grew upon him that it ought to 
be possible to reach India by sailing westwards. 

4. So in 1492 Columbus set forth on his quest with a tiny 

fleet of one small ship and two carvels. 7 

5. At long last the anxious voyagers sighted land. 

6. He approached various kings and princes to ask their 
help m the great adventure. 
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SECTION IV : 45 - COMPOSITION - A STORY 



Tell the story of (a) “ How I won the sack race,” or (b) “ How 
I won the egg-and-spoon race.” 


SECTION IV : 46 - FITNESS 

flog a dead horse burn his fingers 

go to the dogs fall between two stools 

take the wrong sow by the ears 

Use these phrases to fill in the gaps in the following 

1. Let a man or a boy lose all interest in his work, and he 

is more than likely to-• 

2. 44 Who killed Cock Robin?” asked Simple Simon, 
proudly. 44 You,” said obliging Tommy, willing to 
humour him. 44 Wrong,” said Simon. I knew you 

would-. 

3. If a man plays with fire by gambling on the Stock 

Exchange he is certain some day to - • 

4. It is as useless to attempt the impossible as it is to • 

r Tack could not make up his mind whether he would be an 
engineer or a banker. His father warned him not 

to -— • 
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SECTION IV : 47 * THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

Finish the following sentences in any way that seems to you to make 
good sense. 

1. If you are to win the race,-. 

2. To be really happy-. 

3. - anc l y OU will succeed. 

4. Without-you will fail. 

5. Unless-you will not be popular. 

6. Were you to win the prize-• 

7. Had you lost-. 

8. Hard as you may try-. 

g. Be you ever so unfortunate-. 

10. You will not succeed except by-. 

11. However rich you may be-. 

♦ 

SECTION IV : 48 ~ ENGLISH USAGES 

1. His teacher always said that Tommy would go far. What 
sort of boy was Tommy ? 

2. When is a man on his last legs ? 

3. “It was his lot to fail.” Did he deserve to fail ? 

4. “ His courage won the day.” Give the meaning of this 

sentence in another sentence of the form, “ He was — 
because -.” 

5. People used to believe that the stars had much to do with a man’s 
success or failure. What do these sentences mean ? 

(a) He was born under an unlucky star. 

(b) She may thank her stars she stayed at home. 

(c) It was an ill-starred adventure for all concerned. 

(d) People no longer paid respect to him : his star was set. 

6. It was said about a certain rich lady that her bread was 
buttered on both sides. Did she really eat twice as much 
butter as ordinary people ? 

7. Mr. A said to Mr. B, “You have the ball at your foot.” 

Mr. B was too old to play football. What did Mr. A 
mean ? 
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SEC HON IV : 49 - GRAMMAR - The Work of Adverbs 

Pick out the adverbs and the adverbial phrases in the following sentences 
and give the words to which they are attached . 

(Adverbs and adverbial phrases answer the questions 
(i) How far ? or In what direction ? (2) How long ? or When ? 
(3) How ? (4) Why ? (5) Where ? (6) How much ?) 

1. Success came to him at last. 

2. We walked nearly three miles and then sat down. 

3. She ran quickly to the other side of the road in order 
to escape the traffic. 

4. For that reason he failed completely. 

5. She is too selfish to have many friends. 

6. He attempted to travel to Bombay by aeroplane, but 
without success. 

7. As a result of his hard work he prospered beyond his 
fondest dreams. 

8. It is very easy to swim with the tide. 

9. Through no fault of his own he failed miserably. 

10. The cell was ten feet long and eight feet wide. 

11. Come back at ten o’clock. 

12. I don’t care a button for her. 

13. Turn to the left and then walk straight on for a hundred 
yards. 

14. We sat for hours under a blazing sun* 

15. By working continuously in eight-hour shifts the work¬ 
men finished their task within a week. 


SECTION IV : 50 - COMPOSITION - A STORY 
Answer the following three questions in three paragraphs — 

1. Who is the greatest man (or woman) you have ever 
heard or read about ? 

2. What difficulties had he to face ? 

3. How did he overcome them ? 
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5i - REVISION 

1. What is (a) a flat refusal , (b) a round sum , (c) an * 7 /- 

starred adventure? 

2. Give the meaning of the following in as many ways as you can 

(a) He won through sheer determination. 

(h) She charmed everybody by her gentleness. 

(c) Laziness was the cause of his ruin. 

3. “ She wore a new frock at the party.” 

Re-write this sentence in two ways so as to lay stress on the fact 
that the frock was new. 

4. What are the linking words in the second , thirds and fourth 
sentences of the following passage ? 

“ Flora was the proud owner of a new hat. She looked 
forward to wearing it on Sunday for the first time. When 
that day arrived the rain descended in torrents. It 
made the wearing of the new hat quite impossible.” 

5. From the three words within brackets choose the most suitable one. 

(a) Poor Jerry ! He has been most (ill-fated, unfortunate, 
ruined). 

( b) Their plan (succeeded, throve, prospered). 

(1 c) She (dozed, snoozed, slept) soundly. 

(d) The waves were lashed into fury by the force of the 
(squall, hurricane, gust). 

6. Which of the following sentences make good sense ? 

(a) Nothing could be done at the moment, so he resolved 
to bide his time. 

(b) She stirred uneasily, for she slept like a top. 

(c) We paused at the top of the hill to recover our breath. 

(d) He just caught the train with plenty of time to spare. 

(e) The idler earns his living by the sweat of his brow. 

(f) He worked only when die fit was on him. 

7. Which of the phrases in italics do the work of adjectives ? Which 
of them do the work of adverbs ? 

(a) He missed me by inches. 

( b ) The answer in inches is ten. 

(c) A holiday without money is no fun. 

(d) The fruit was good in parts. 

(e) A policeman on duty arrived. 

(/) I must go without money. 



42---.INTRODUCTION TO THE 

TESTS - A 

1. What is (a) a stormy sunset , ( b ) a storm in a teacup , (c) a 
heat-wave ? 

2. Which of the words within brackets is correct ? 

(a) She is much younger than (him, he). 

(b) They are not as well off as (us, we). 

(c) He is fairer than (her, she). 

(i d ) I am as fond of dogs as (they, them). 

(e) You are not so miserable as (I, me). 

3. Give the meaning of these sentences in two other ways — 

{a) The girl trembled with fear. 

(b) I disliked him because of his bad temper. 

4. Complete each of the following sentences in any way which seems 
to you to make good sense. 

(a) Had I known earlier-. 

(b) Be she ever so pretty-. 

(c) However strong you are-. 

(d) Unless-you will fail. 

(e) To be successful in life-. 

12 3 4 

5. He | hewed down | the pear tree | with an axe. 

Rewrite the above sentence so as to lay stress on part /, part 3, 
and part 4 , in turn. 

6 . Pick out the expressions in the following paragraph which link 
the sentences. 

“ He loved his fellow-men. Moreover, he was kind to 
all dumb creatures. They trusted him. They knew 
they could do so with safety.” 

7. Which of the following statements make good sense? 

(a) Sitting in the pleasant shade of an elm was an old 
man who had seen better days. 

(b) By refusing to go abroad he is standing in his own 
light. 

(c) His efforts were crowned with failure. 

(d) She was unsuccessful but she won her point. 

(e) He is now recovering from the death-blow he received. 
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TESTS-B 

1 . What is (a) a dead calm, , (b) a point-blank denial , (c) a hair¬ 
breadth escape ? 

2. FwwA each of the following sentences in any way which seems 
to you to make good sense. 

(a) The longer I live,-. 

(b) The more I know of her,-. 

(i c) The sooner we get home, —-. 

(d) The more you love your fellow-men,-• 

(e) The higher up the mountain you climb, 

3. Give the meaning of each of the following sentences in two other 
ways. 

(a) He beat his opponent by treachery. 

(b) He made enemies by his sharp tongue. 

4. What are the linking expressions in the following paragraph ? 

“ Dora and Florence were great friends. They loved to 
play tennis together in the summer months. The game 
suited them well. It gave them the opportunity for 
exercise and the display of nice frocks. 5 ’ 

5. Which of the three expressions within brackets is the most 
suitable one ? 

{a) In the battle that followed Cromwell (conquered, 
gained the victory, won the prize). 

( b) (Misfortune, the frowns of fortune, an evil star) 
dogged his footsteps. 

(c) She was as (sharp, smart, busy) as a bee. 

(d) He was (very, famously, awfully) handsome. 

(e) Before him stood a (large, great, huge) elephant. 

6. Pick out the adverbs and adverbial phrases of degree in the 
following — 

“ I was desperately afraid, and so I ran with all my 
might. However, the creature gained on me, not by 
leaps and bounds but gradually. I was almost exhausted 
when the sounds of pursuit completely faded away. 55 

7. Which of the following statements make good sense ? 

(a) You are completely to blame. 

(b) You are to blame from head to foot. 

(c) You are partly to blame. 

(d) You are to blame bit by bit. 

(e) You are much to blame. 


44 ———————an introduction to 

Section V: Feelings 

SECTION v : 52 - WHAT IT MEANS -Joy, Sorrow 

A Wish 

Mine be a cot beside the hill : 

A bee-hive’s hum shall soothe my ear : 

A willowy brook that turns a mill, 

With many a fall shall linger near. 

The swallow oft beneath my thatch 
Shall twitter from her clay-built nest : 

Oft shall the pilgrim lift the latch, 

And share my meal, a welcome guests 

Around my ivied porch shall spring 

Each fragrant flower that drinks the dew, 

And Lucy at her wheel shall sing 
In russet gown and apron blue. 

The village church among the trees, 

Where first our marriage-vows were given. 

With merry peals shall swell the breeze 
And point with taper spire to Heaven. 

S. Rogers 

Which of the following statements contradict what the poet says above ? 

1. I love simple pleasures. 

2. My wife is named Lucy. 

3. A lonely life is the life for me. 

4. I am content with little. 

5. I loathe the company of strangers. 

6. It is my nature to be frolicsome. 

7. My ambitions are humble. 

8. I am no grumbler. 

9. A humdrum life is the life I love. 

10. I like to see my wife dressed handsomely. 

11. Flowers delight me with their fragrance. 

12. I am weary of life. 

13. What a matter-of-fact soul have I become ! 

14. How pleasant is the twitter of the swallows ! 

15. My wife is a prey to melancholy. 

16. I long for homely joys. 
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SECTION V : 53 — ENGLISH USAGES - Laughter 


1. Do the following sentences make good sense ? 

« 

(a) “ He quietly burst out laughing .” 

\b) “ It was quite plain to everybody that she was 
laughing, but she was laughing in her sleeve .” 

2. Johnny was very glum, but his companions laughed him 
out of his mood. What did they do or say to him ? 


3 * 

4 * 

5 - 


Tell a story in two or three sentences about a vain girl 
who was made to. laugh on the wrong side of her mouth. 
(Begin “ Susan had a new hat of which-.”) 

Give the exact meaning of, “ This is no laughing matter .” 
The sea is sometimes angry. Does it ever smile ? 


6. Tell a short story to show the truth of the saying, “ He 
laughs best who laughs last” 

7. Tommy was in low spirits. At the sight of supper his 
spirits rose. By the time he went to bed he was in high 
spirits. Describe Tommy’s feelings during the evening. 


SECTION V : 54- ” WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 

♦ 

Give the meaning of each of the following sentences in another sentence 
which does not contain any of the words no, not, none, nothing,, 
never, but. 

1. She was no kill-joy. 

2. He was no grumbler. 

3. They were by no means down-hearted. 

4. Do not look so glum. 

5. I was never so happy in my life. 

6. She was far from being annoyed. 

7. Nothing could have pleased me more than your visit. 

8. No one felt so grieved as she did. 

9. A jolly companion you are ! 

10. My toothache is anything but cured. 

11. I have by no means regretted coming here to-day. 

12. The work was anything but a hardship. 



g.6 _ -_„-^N INTRODUCTION TO THE 

SECTION V : 5 5 - THE LINKING OF SENTENCES 

* 

I. In each of the following paragraphs pick out the expressions which 
link the second sentence with the first , the third sentence with the second 
or first , and the fourth sentence with the third. 

1. What a joyful evening, but how short, it had been! 
I had looked forward to it for months. Indeed, all that 
time I had scarcely thought of anything else. 

2. That dog howled almost the whole night through. Not 
a wink of sleep could I get for it. Clearly my neighbours 
were suffering also. I could hear them opening their 
windows and trying to still the noise. 

3. How I longed for the holidays ! Would they never 
come ? It had been arranged that we were to spend 
the first fortnight of them at Blackpool. I had been 
there before and I knew what to expect. 

4. “ This is a sad business, 1 ” said Mrs. A. “ What is the 
business you are speaking of ? ” said Mrs. B. “ The 
affair of Tommy Jenkins, who has broken his ankle/’ 
replied Mrs. A. “ It is a wonder he hasn’t broken his 
neck long ago,” was Mrs. B’s unfeeling remark. 

II. Arrange the following sentences in proper order and give the com¬ 
position a title . 

Then the sky became clouded over and rain began to fall 
heavily. 

But they had no sooner started off than things began to go 
wrong. 

The Smith family set out for a picnic one bright morning 
in August. 

When they got home Mr. Smith told a neighbour that he 
had enjoyed himself thoroughly, for the children had been 
too miserable to cause much trouble. 

First Bobby, the oldest of the children, who was carrying 
the bag containing the lemonade, let it fall, with serious 

results to the lemonade. 

There was not a cloud in the sky and the signs all pointed 
to a perfect summer day. 

Of course they took shelter, but when the sky cleared the 
only firewood they could find was wet and could not be 
kindled. 
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SECTION V : 56 - ENGLISH USAGES 

I. Which of the following expressions of happiness and un¬ 
happiness make much noise , which of them make little noise , 

and which of them make no noise ? 

moan murmur frown whoop guffaw groan 

titter giggle grin simper chuckle smirk 

whimper smile outcry snigger sob sigh 

II. Use the words smile or grin to complete these sentences— 

1. The Queen’s face wore a gracious — as she drove 
through the crowds. 

2. There was an encouraging — on her face. 

3. With a — of pain he turned his back on us. 

4. You will have to — and bear it. 

5. His face is always on the — . 

6. What a sweet — ! 

7. Don’t — at me in that foolish fashion. 

8. A man may — and yet feel sad. 

SECTION V : 5 7 - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 

Give the meanings of the following sentences in other sentences which do 
not require an exclamation mark at the end of them . 

Examples —“ Fancy meeting you ! ” means “ I little expected to 

meet you.” 

“ A fine sportsman you are ! ” means “You are no 
sportsman.” 

1. To think that you should be winner ! 

2. O to be free again ! 

3. Fancy her doing a thing like that ! 

4. If only I could see her again ! 

5. Not another word ! 

6. Would that they were all like him ! 

7. A fine companion you are ! 

8 . Would that I were dead ! 

9. Good luck to her ! 

10. May you all have a good holiday ! 



48——_ _-AN INTRODUCTION T^O THI 

SECTION V : 5 8 - COMPOSITION - A SUMMARY 

The Guide and the Shepherd’s Boy 

The following passage is taken from the Pilgrim's Progress. 

Now as they were going along and talking, they espied a boy 
feeding his father’s sheep. The boy was in very mean clothes, 
but of a very fresh and well-favoured countenance, and as he 
sat by himself he sang. “ Hark,” said Mr. Greatheart, “ to 
what the shepherd’s boy saith.” So they hearkened, and he said, 

He that is down need fear no fall. 

He that is low, no pride ; 

He that is humble ever shall 
Have God to be his guide. 

I am content with what I have. 

Little be it, or much ; 

And, Lord, contentment still I crave. 

Because thou savest such. 

Fullness to such a burden is 
That go on pilgrimage : 

Here little, and hereafter bliss. 

Is best from age to age. 

Then said the Guide, “ Do you hear him ? I will dare to say 
that this boy lives a merrier life, and wears more of that herb 
called hearts-ease in his bosom, than he that is clad in silk and 

velvet.” 

John Bunyan 

(“ Fullness to such a burden is 
That go on pilgrimage ” 

means—“ Fullness (abundance) is a burden to those that go on pilgrimage. ’) 


Why did the Guide believe the shepherd boy to be one of the happiest oj 
mortals ? Give your answer in a few simple sentences without saying 

the same thing twice over. 
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SECTION V : 59 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES - Stops : 

Exclamation Marks 


Exclamation marks are used in the following circumstances — 

1. After ejaculations, that is, after words and phrases which are 
forced suddenly from us by our feelings. 

Examples —Oh ! Hurrah ! O dear ! By Jove ! 

2. After wishes. 

Examples —Good luck to you ! May you prosper ! Would 

that I were dead ! 

Note. “ He wished me a merry Christmas.” This 
sentence is not a wish but a statement that a certain 
person wished me a merry Christmas. The sentence 
therefore closes with a full stop, not an exclamation 
mark. 


3. After exclamations beginning with what and how. 

Examples —What a pretty girl she is ! How happy he is ! 

Note. “ How happy he is can be seen from his face.” 
This sentence is not an exclamation but a statement, 
and therefore it closes with a full stop. 

4 * After expressions in which words have been omitted owing 
to emotion. 


Examples —Not another word ! If only I could see her now ! 

Note. “ Do not say another word.” This sentence 
is not an exclamation but a command, and therefore 
it concludes with a period. 


5. When we address some one (but not by name). 
Examples —You rascal ! You little darling ! 


6. Sometimes a sentence does not mean exactly what it says. 

“You are a fine fellow ” does mean what it says ; but “ A 

fine fellow you are ! ” means “ You are anything but a fine 

fellow.” So also “ A great deal you care ! ” means “ You 
care little.” 


Note. Plain statements, commands, or questions 
should never be followed by an exclamation mark. 


Put the proper stops after the following 


Stand still 
I wish you wot 
Much good yoi 
How dare you 
O for a swim 
You scoundrel 
Please be quiet 


What a day of r 
A merry Christr 
How hot it is 
That is not true 
How do you do 
Fool that I was 

Much use vnu h 


been 
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SECTION 


__INTRODUCTION TO THE 

Section VI: Movement 

VI : 60 - WHAT IT MEANS 

The Brook 

I come from haunts of coot and hern, 

I make a sudden sally 

And sparkle out among the fern. 

To bicker down a valley. 

By thirty hills I hurry down, 

Or slip between the ridges. 

By twenty thorps, a little town, 

And half a hundred bridges. 

Till last by Philip’s farm I flow 
To join the brimming river, 

For men may come and men may go, 

But I go on for ever. 

I steal by lawns and grassy plots, 

I slide by hazel covers ; 

I move the sweet forget-me-nots 
That grow for happy lovers. 

I slip, I slide, I gloom, I glance, 

Among my skimming swallows ; 

I make the netted sunbeam dance 
Against my sandy shallows. 

I murmur under moon and stars 
In brambly wildernesses ; 

I linger by my shingly bars ; 

I loiter round my cresses ; 

And out again I curve and flow 
To join the brimming river, 

For men may come and men may go, 

But I go on for ever. 


Lord Tennyson 
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I. (a) Make a list of the verbs used in the poem. 

*» 

( b) Arrange these verbs according to their meaning 
under three heads—motion (e.g. hurry), appearance 
(e.g. sparkle), sound (e.g. bicker ). 

II. Make a list of the plants mentioned. 

III. To bicker is to quarrel. Can you describe the sound 
made by the brook as it “ bickers down a valley ” ? 

IV. Which of these three things— bicker, murmur, make no 
sound —does the brook do as it 

(a) makes a sudden sally, 

(£) slips between the ridges, 

(c) steals by lawns and grassy plots, 

(d) hurries down, 

(e) slides by hazel covers, 

(/) lingers by shingly bars, 

(g) loiters round the cresses ? 

V. (a) When does the brook gloom ? 

(b) When does it glance or sparkle ? 

VI. Which of the following statements are true of the brook ? 

Which of them are untrue ? 

Which of them may or may not be true ? 

1. I was born in the lonely places of the hills. 

2. My birthplace is known to very few. 

3. I am the creature of a day. 

4. The sunbeams dance upon my surface. 

5. I am never completely at rest. 

6. Of men and their affairs I know nothing. 

7. Children, especially girls, love to play by me. 

8. The river is my goal. 

9. Even I must rest. 

10. I pass under fifty bridges, neither more nor less. 

11. I move far from the dwellings of men. 

12. My course is not a straight one. 
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SECTION VI: 6l - ENGLISH USAGES - Speed 



I. Arrange the following verbs according to their meaning under three 
heads — 

(a) move quickly , (b) move slowly , (c) come to or be at rest . 


toddle 

jog on 

repose 

gallop 

creep 

plod 

anchor 

hasten 

lounge 

shamble 

flag 

scamper 

dawdle 

encamp 

rush 

stop 

pull up 

lag 

waddle 

trip 

rest 

loiter 

limp 

hobble 

bound 

lumber 

shuffle 

tarry 

press on 

saunter 

stand 

linger 

sprint 

totter 

dart 

heave to 

stagger 

crawl 

hie 

halt 

pause 

trudge 


2. What kind of jump is the opposite of a running jump ? 

t 

3. The policeman went to arrest the thief. The thief 
showed him a clean pair of heels . The policeman was a 
very good runner. What happened ? 

4. How fast is a person travelling if he outstrips the wind ? 

5. Place these in order of speed— amble , walk , gallop , canter, 
trot. 


SECTION VI : 62 - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING - Speed 


Make the second sentence of each pair mean the same as the first. 

1. We were up with the lark. 

We-. 

2. He took to his heels. 

He — — . 

3. I shadowed him. 

I — him — , 

4. He did not outstrip me. 

I — — with him. 


5. He went at a snail’s pace. 

Our progress — — . 

6. He shook like a leaf. 


7 - 


He — — • 

A queer story is going 
People are — — 


the round abo 
about you 


KING'S ENGLISH—SENIOR I— .— 53 

SECTION VI : 63 - THE LINKING OF SENTENCES - Speed 

I. Arrange the sentences below according to their meaning under these 
three heads — 

(a) The feet of the hippopotamus. 

(b) The tusks of the hippopotamus. 

(c) The hippopotamus as a fighter. 

[Do not at this stage write out the sentences : call them by their numbers .) 

1. They make the whitest of all ivory. 

2. By this spread of foot they are able to walk rapidly even 
through mud. 

3. In these encounters the young males suffer particularly. 

4. The hoof is divided into four short, seemingly clumsy, 
and unconnected toes. 

5. The huge crooked tusks are designed chiefly to hook up 
the long river-grasses on which the animals feed in great 

part. 

6. They are attacked fiercely by the old males who are 
jealous of them. 

7. The marks of their quarrels can be seen in their hides, 
which are often deeply scarred. 

8. The feet of the hippopotamus are curiously constructed, 
to facilitate their walking among the reeds and mud 
of the river-bottom, and swimming with ease. 

9. These great animals often quarrel amongst themselves. 

10. So the beasts are much hunted for the sake of the tusks. 

II. This ivory is in great demand among dentists, who use 
it in their work. 

12. This speed in walking is remarkable in an animal so 
huge and unwieldy. 


II. Arrange the sentences under each heading in their proper order. 

They will then form a composition in three paragraphs 
on “ An Early Explorer describes the Hippopotamus.” 
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SECTION VI : 64 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES - Stops: 

Exclamation Marks 


(1 See Lesson 59, page 49) 

Put the proper stops after the following — 

Fie for shame What lovely hair she has 


Never say die 
Do stop that noise 
Bravo 

No more on that subject 
Could you not help 
Let us hasten 
Hurry up 

■ 

If only I could 
How restless he is 
I wish I could go 
You humbug 
God speed you 
Will you be quiet 
Don’t you dare 


How slowly he moves 
Please come 
If only you were here 
He stopped dead 
Come at once 
A fine chum you are 
What a monster he is 
Sit down 

Here I am, mother 
Heaven help you 
How often does he come 
How often he is late 
What care I 
What a help she is 


SECTION VI : 65 — ENGLISH USAGES - Lead , Follow 

1. “ Misfortune dogged my steps” With what is misfortune 
compared ? 

2 . Below are two sentences which mean the same thing. Explain how 
they come to have the same meaning. 

(a) He danced to her tune. 

(h) He followed her lead. 

Now give the meaning of these sentences — 

(a) She led him a pretty dance. 

[b) He danced attendance upon her. 

3. The six boys marched in Indian file, with Bob Brown 
in the van. In what order did they march ? 

4. “ The fox made off, with the hounds in full cry.” What 
did the hounds do ? 

5. A and B set out for a ten miles’ tramp. A walked B ojf 
his legs. Which of them finished first ? What happened 

to the other ? 
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SECTION VI l 66 — GRAMMAR — Subject and Predicate 

The subject of a sentence is the person or thing about which something 
is said. The predicate is what is said about the subject. 

The subject of a sentence may be— 

(1) A noun or pronoun— “Boys are mischievous. He 
hates me.” (Predicates: are mischievous and hates me.) 

(2) Two or more nouns or pronouns joined by and —“ Alice 
and Kate were sisters.” (Predicate : were sisters.) 

(3) A phrase—“ To do so would be foolish.” (Predicate : 
would be foolish.) 

Note. Instead of saying u To do so would be foolish 
we may say “ It would be foolish to do so.” In both 
sentences the real subject is to do so. 

What is the subject in each of the following sentences ? 

. 1. When shall I see you again ? 

2. A frozen corpse was he. 

3. It was great fun to watch them. 

4. Running keeps you warm. 

5. Early rising never was a habit of mine. 

6. How to get there is the difficulty. 

7. Not once did he open his mouth. 

8. He and I are good friends. 

9. How much longer must I wait ? 

10. Whether to stay where I am or run away is a difficult 
question to decide. 

11. The best way to get there is the trouble. 


SECTION VI : 67 COMPOSITION - A CONVERSATION 

The Two Trains 

It happened that the Flying Scot train on its journey south 
from Glasgow to London glided into a station just as a small 
local train, travelling in the opposite direction, drew up at 
the other platform. The two engines halted so near each 
other that they could talk without being overheard by 
anyone but you. Relate the five minutes’ conversation 

that took place between the two engines. 

(Call the larger engine Flying Scot and the smaller one Puffing Billy.) 


.~.AN 

SECTION VI *. 68 - FITNESS 

I. 



» 


l 

loitered trudged strolled reeled hobbled retreated 

paced withdrew meandered lurched inarched ambled 

limped crawled toiled plodded stumbled staggered 

Which of the above verbs can be used to fill the gaps in the following 
sentences ? 


1. He - 

- steadily. 

2. He - 

- aimlessly. 

3. He - 

- cautiously. 

4. He - 

- painfully. 

5- He - 

- awkwardly. 


f 


II. 

countenance glance appearance visage gaze 
Use these words to fill the gaps in — 

1. His — was that of a tradesman. 

2. A5 she passed the prisoner she threw at him a — of 
pity. 

3. His — was fixed upon vacancy. 

4. The open — of the youth told of his frankness. 

5. The harsh — of the jailer accorded well with his 
occupation. 


SECTION VI : 69 - ENGLISH USAGES 

I. Arrange the following verbs according to their meaning under four 
heads — 


(a) move up. 

, ( b ) move 

down , 

(r) move round , (d) move to and fro. 

stagger 

scale 

bend 

topple 

whirl 

rock 

stoop 

shake 

turn 

rise 

crouch 

spin 

reel 

sink 

mount 

cower 

rotate 

waddle 

descend 

soar 

wheel 

wag 

swoop 

twirl 

tumble 

dismount 

ascend 

revolve 

totter 

brandish 


2. When does a person’s voice shake ? 

3. What is a shakedown ? 

4. “ When she heard the news she was much shaken .” What 
kind of news had she heard ? 

5. Everybody said that Mrs. A had had a bad shaking . 
Who or what shook her ? 
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Section VII: Ease, Difficulty 

SECTION VII: JO - WHAT IT MEANS 

The Hill Difficulty 

The Pilgrim's Progress is one of the finest and most famous books in the 
English language. In it there is a passage which tells how Christian climbed 
the Hill of Difficulty. 

I beheld then, that they all went on till they came to the 
foot of the hill Difficulty, at the bottom of which was a spring. 
There were also in the same place two other ways, besides that 
which came straight from the gate. One turned to the left 
hand and the other to the right, at the bottom of the hill ; but 
the narrow way lay right up the hill, and the name of the going 
up the side of the hill is called Difficulty. Christian now went 
to the spring and drank thereof to refresh himself, and then 
he began to go up the hill, saying : 

“ This hill, though high, I covet to ascend ; 

The difficulty will not me offend : 

For I perceive the way to life lies here. 

Come, pluck up, Heart, let’s neither faint nor fear. 

Better, though difficult, the right way to go, 

Than wrong, though easy, where the end is woe.” 

The other two also came on to the foot of the hill ; but when 
they saw that the hill was steep and high, and that there were 
two other ways to go, and supposing also that these two ways 
might meet again with that up which Christian went, on the 
other side of the hill, they were resolved to go in those ways. 
Now the name of one of those ways was Danger, and the name 
of the other was Destruction. So one took the way which is 
called Danger, which led him into a great wood ; and the other 
took directly up the way to Destruction, which led him into a 

wide field, full of dark mountains, where he stumbled and fell 
and rose no more. 

I looked then after Christian, to see him go up the hill, where 
I perceived he fell from running to going, and from going to 
clambering upon his hands and his knees, because of the steepness 
of the place. Now, about the midway to the top of the hill was a 
pleasant arbour, made by the Lord of the hill for the refreshment 
of weary travellers. Thither, therefore, Christian got, where 
also he sat down to rest him. Then he pulled his roll out of his 
bosom, and read therein to his comfort. TThus pleasing himself 
for a while, he at last fell into a slumber, and thence into a fast 
sleep, which detained him in that place until it was almost 
night; and in this sleep his roll fell out of his hand. Now, as 


INTRODUCTION TO THE 

he was sleeping, there came one to him and awakened him > 
saying : “ Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider her ways and 
be wise.” And with that Christian suddenly started up, and 
sped him on his way, and went apace till he came to the top of 
the hill. 

John Bunyan 

I. From the three words within brackets at the end of each sentence, 
choose one to take the place of the word or phrase printed in italics. 

1. The name of the going up the side of the hill is called 

Difficulty. (ascent, descent, clambering) 

2 . This hill, though high, I covet to ascend, (fear, wish, 

determine) 

3. The other way took directly up the way to Destruction. 

(mounted, climbed, led) 

4. With that Christian suddenly started up and sped him 
on his way. (ran, hastened, marched) 

5. He went apace till he came to the top of the hill, (quickly, 

comfortably, leisurely) 

6. Go to the ant, thou sluggard, (fool, loafer, simpleton) 

7. He fell from running to going, (trotting, marching, 
walking) 

II. Make the second sentence in each pair mean the same as the first. 

1. He fell from running to going. 

He stopped running and — — 

2. He fell from going to clambering. 

He — — and — — 

3. Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider her ways and be 
wise. 

Follow — — of the ant. 

4. This hill, though high, I covet to ascend. 

Although this hill — — I wish — — — 

5. The name of the going up the side of the hill is called 
Difficulty. 

Difficulty is the — given to the — of the hill. 

6. About the midway to the top of the hill was a pleasant 
arbour. 

There was a pleasant arbour — — the hill. 
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III. The passage on pages 57 and 58 gives a word-picture of a 
man facing and overcoming difficulties. Here are other 

subjects for such a word-picture— 

(a) a man climbing over a barrier or a wall, 

(b) a sailor facing the storm, 

(c) a soldier fighting against odds, 

(d) a man swimming against the current. 


I. Which of these would you choose as the best subject for 


a story ? Why ? 

2. Would the hero in the story which you would tell have 
to face danger and destruction as well as difficulty ? 

3. You might give your story the title “ Facing Difficulties. 
What other titles might you give it ? 

4. Could John Bunyan’s story be called, “ The Hill Danger, 
or “ The Hill Destruction ” ? 


33 


35 


5. Why, then, is John Bunyan’s story a better word-picture 
of a man overcoming difficulties than one written on any 
of the above subjects ? 


SECTION VII : 71 - ENGLISH USAGES 

1. “Which of them is in the wrong? That is 
point” Is it easy, fairly easy, difficult, or fairly 
to say which of them is in the wrong ? 

2. There is a straight and narrow path to success, 
also a royal road to it. What is the difference 
the two ? Which is the easier to travel ? 

3. What do these sentences mean ? 

(a) He is drifting toward the shoals. 

(b) He is in deep water. 

4. Which is the better man, (a) the one who goes with the 

stream , or (b) the one who breasts the current ? Explain the 
phrases in italics. 

5. Mr. A wished to get home quickly. He promised the 
taxi-driver an extra half-crown. That greased the wheels. 
What did the taxi-driver do? Why? 

6. Mr. X thought he would win the motor race, but Mr. Y 
put a spoke in his wheel. What happened ? 



difficult, 

There is 
between 
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SECTION VII: 72“ COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION - How to do it 

How to Sing a Song 

There was a concert at which one of the singers quite failed to 
please good judges of singing. Here are the reasons of his failure— 

1. All his notes seemed to be made in his throat, and so they 
were most unpleasant to hear. 

2. The audience could not hear the words, for the singer used 
his jaws vigorously, and it is not the jaws which enable us to 
sing or speak clearly. 

3. He did not know when to sing fast, when slowly, when loudly, 
when softly. 

Write a composition in three paragraphs headed (a) voice 
production , (b) articulation (making the words clear), (c) inter¬ 
pretation (bringing out the meaning and force of the words), 
the subject of the composition being, “ How to sing a song.” 


SECTION VII : 73 - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 

•• 

Give the meanings of the following sentences in other sentences which do 
not require a question mark at the end of them. 

Example —“ What road has no hills to be climbed ? ” means 

“ Every road has hills to be climbed.” 

1. Who has no difficulties to face ? 

2. When did you ever see him puzzled ? 

3. Who ever found life easy ? 

4. Why should we be so discouraged ? 

5. Did you ever see such a mess ? 

6. Are we to cry over every difficulty we meet ? 

7. What man always has things all his own way ? 

8. How do you expect me to live on nothing ? 

9. What help can you possibly expect from him ? 

10. Should not that teach you a lesson ? 

11. Do you imagine you will have no trials to face ? 

12. Who has never been in any trouble ? 
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SECTION vn: 74 ” THE linking of sentences — “ But ” 


Read these two sentences— 

He thought he was right. Nevertheless he was wrong. 

The word which links the second sentence to the first is nevertheless . 
Below are further examples of connectives of the same kind— 

He thought he was right. None the less he was wrong. 

He thought he was right. However , he was wrong. 

He thought he was right. Yet he was wrong. 

He might be right. On the other hand he might be wrong. 

He was right. All the same he might have been wrong. 


Make suitable sentences to go immediately 


1. 

2 . 

3* 


4 

5 


Nevertheless it was more than she expected. 

The elephant, however, is a still bigger animal. 

Yet it was a much better concert than the 
previous one. 


very 


might 


SECTION VII : 75 - ENGLISH USAGES - Help , Hinder 

Which of the following sentences mean “ He helped me ” ? 
Which of them mean “ He hindered me ” ? 


1. He hampered me. 16. 

2. He opposed me. 17. 

3. He aided me. 18. 

4. He stood by me. 19. 

5. He supported me. 20. 

6. We were partners. 21. 

7. He thwarted me. 22. 

8. He took me in tow. 23. 

9. He was my rival. 24. 

10. We clashed. 25. 

11. He was my ally. 26. 

12. He seconded me. 27. 

13. We clubbed together. 28. 

14. He fell foul of me. 29. 

15. He stood in my way. 30. 


He ran counter to me. 

He gave me a lift. 

We went hand in hand. 

He saw me through. 

I found him an encumbrance 
He discouraged me. 

We were in league. 

He was my accomplice. 

He withstood me. 

We pulled together. 

He lent me a hand. 

He clogged my efforts. 

He furthered my aims. 

He espoused my cause. 

He was my stumbling-block. 
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SECTION VII : 76 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

1 2 3 

By employing a guide j the English visitor | climbed 

4 . .5 

this formidable mountain | with ease. 

I. Re-write this sentence so as to lay stress upon parts 1, 2, 4 ,5 in turn. 

Begin each of your versions thus—•“ It was -.” 

II. Stress may be laid upon each of the five parts of the above 

sentence without using the form “ It was- Fill 

in the blanks in each of the following sentences — 

part i. The ease with which - was owing to 


part 2. The English visitor was the person who-. 

part 3. The English visitor-; he was not dragged 

up it. 

part 4. The mountain which - was a formidable 

one. 


part 5. By employing 

soever in- 


found no difficulty what- 


SECTION VII : 77 ~ FITNESS 

led him a pretty dance upset his apple cart 

paid him in his own coin left him in the lurch 

fell foul of him drove him into a corner 

Use the above phrases to fill the gaps in the following — 

1. Tommy had planned to go to the cricket match, but the 

rain came on heavily and that-. 

2. “ Why is your hair wet ? ” asked Fred’s mother. I was 
pushed into the canal,” replied Fred, who^had been 
swimming there against his mother’s orders. . And how 
did you manage to dry your clothes ? ” again asked his 

mother. That question -. 

3. I tried my best to be friendly, but he was so ill-natured 

that at last I- 

4. Ned darted in among the trees. Bill tried to follow him. 

I can tell you Ned -. 

5. Nell drank the cream and of course blamed the cat, but 
her brother Bill was mean enough to tell his mother all 
about it. When Bill stole the jam, Nell might have 
-, but she said nothing. 

6. Harry always stuck by his friend when he was in difficulties. 

He never -. 
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SECTION VII: 78 - COMPOSITION - A STORY 


■ . - — 63 



The Road to Danger 

Read “The Hill of Difficulty” (on page 5 7 ) again Nowtellwhat 

happened to Sluggard, who took the path leading to Danger. 
You must imagine the incidents of the story. Begin, Now t 
three pilgrims had come to the foot of the hill Difficulty. 


SECTION VII : 79- GRAMMAR — cc Either . ... or 

When we use either ... or, we must see to it that the expressions 

coming after cithef and ot arc of the same kin . 

Examples—(a) “You are either right or wrong ” (correct), 

“ Either you are right or wrong ( incorrect ), 

“ Either you are right or you are wrong ” {correct), 
(b) “ You must either be quiet or leave the room ” 
{correct), “ You must either be quiet or you must 
leave the room” ( incorrect ), “You must either be 
quiet or leave the room ’ ’ {correct ). 

Which of the following sentences are correctly written? Re-write correctly 

those which are incorrect. 

1. The train stops either at Crewe or at Carlisle. 

2. Either the train stops at Crewe or the station beyond it. 

3. I shall either come home at Christmas or go to Brighton. 

4. She is either too proud or she is too shy. 

5. Her hat is either too big for her head or her head is too 
small for her hat. 

6. You either do or do not know her. 

7. We must either have missed her or she was not there. 
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Section VIII: Time 


SECTION VIII : 80 - WHAT IT MEANS 

Many love poems have been written, but few have been written about the 
love of a wife for her husband or about the love of a husband for his wife. 
This poem is one of the tenderest of these. 

John Anderson, my Jo 

John Anderson, my jo, John, 

When we were first acquent, 

Your locks were like the raven, 

Your bonnie brow was brent ; 

But now your brow is beld, John, 

Your locks are like the snow ; 

But blessings on your frosty pow, 

John Anderson, my jo. 


John Anderson, my jo, John, 

We clamb the hill thegither ; 

And mony a canty day, John, 

We’ve had wi’ ane anither : 

" Now we maun totter down, John, 

And hand in hand we’ll go, 

And sleep thegither at the foot, 

John Anderson, my jo. 

Robert Burns 

jo = dear. brent=smooth. canty=happy. 

I. Can you guess , from reading the poem , what these Scots words 
mean —acquent, beld, pow, clamb, thegither, ane, anither, 

maun ? 

II. Which of the following statements about John Anderson and his 
wife are true , which of them are not true, and which of them may or 

may not be true ? 

1. His hair, now snow-white, was once black. 

2. They each went their own ways. 

3. He is no longer the man he was. 

4. They had both known poverty. 

5. Both are now in their declining years. 

6. Their first love has now grown cool. 

7. He is the elder of the two. 

8. They were happy once ; they are happy now. 

9. His hair is grey with age. 

10. She loves him now no less than in days gone by. 
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SECTION VIII: 8 1 - ENGLISH USAGES 

1. Arrange these expressions in order according to their meaning — 

young lady, infant in arms, grandmamma, toddler, 
matron. 

2. What is the age of a child who is going nine ? 

3. If a man is going on for eighty , is he less than seventy-five, 
less than eighty, or more than eighty ? 

4. How old would a man be if you could say that he was 
of a ripe age ? 

5. Who are your elders ? 

6. When is a man in his second childhood ? 

7. “ It is plain that you are not getting any younger,” said 
Mrs. A. 

“ You are no chicken yourself,” retorted Mrs. B. 

What did Mrs. B mean ? 

8. When is a man in his prime ? 

9. If a lady is rising thirty , is she not quite thirty or more 
than thirty ? 


SECTION VIII : 82 - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 


Make the second sentence of each pair mean the same as the first — 

1. He disappeared out of my sight for good. 

I — saw him — 

2. Her arrival was timely. 

She arrived —- — nick — — . 

- . - - 

3. He was in his second childhood. 

He was — — . 

4. I met him in an evil hour. 

It was — for — that I met him. 

5. It is a case of now or never. 

We — do it — . 
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SECTION VIII : 83 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 


Jack washed his hands. Immediately afterwards he had supper 



meaning of these two sentences can be given in one sentence thus 




1. Jack 


2. 


When Jack had 


3 . Just 


4. Jack had supper just after washing his hands. 


5. Just 


6. No sooner had Jack washed his hands than he had supper 


7. As 


8 . 


his 


9 


Jack washed his hands and immediately had supper. 


meaning 


(a) I lit my pipe. Thereupon I fell asleep. ( Thereupon 


mmediately 


(b) The door opened. At once he began to shiver. 


SECTION VIII : 84 - COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION 

Bells 

Write a composition on “ Bells.” 

The following questions are intended to help you in arranging your 
co mposi tio n — 

1. Uses ? 

2. Kinds ? What kinds are the most important to you ? 

3. The door bell —is it always a nuisance ? 

4. The school bell— when does it ring ? glad to hear it ? 
what does it say ? 

c The church bells —when do they sound ? is their sound 
the same as that of the school bell ? why is it different. 

wh^it do those hells s<iy ? 
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SECTION VIII: 85 - ENGLISH USAGES 

1 . Give the meaning of these phrases— {a) at dead of nighty 
{b) in the dead of winter. 

2. What are the small hours of the morning ? Why are they 
called small ? . 

3. Here are three ways of paying for goods bought : (a) you 
can pay on the nail , ( b ) you can pay in advance , and (c) you 
can have, say, a month's credit. At what times are these 

payments made ? 

4. “ They were old friends,” means “ They were friends of 

long — What is the missing word ? 

5. Explain carefully the difference in meaning between— 

(a) I waited all day long , and 

(b) I waited all the long day. 

4 

6. Try to give a meaning to— 

“ We are but creatures of a day." 


SECTION VIII : 86 - GRAMMAR - TENSE 


(See Lesson 26 , page 21) 

I. Re-write each of the following sentences with the verb in the past tense. 

Example: He slinks about. He slunk about. 


She creeps forward. 
I teach singing. 

Birds fly about. 

She flees in terror. 
We sing carols. 

He flings stones. 


They cling together. 
We swim in the river. 
She wrings her hands. 
I light the candle. 

I beseech you. 

She sets the breakfast. 


II. Re-write each of the following sentences with the verb in the present 
tense. 


He fought his enemies. 
They sank like stones. 

I lay down. 

I laid the table-cloth. 
She sped homewards. 


I rid myself of him. 
She lit the fire. 

He slew giants. 

I beat him. 

The cock crew thrice. 


SECTION VIII : 87 — THE LINKING OF SENTENCES - Time 

In the following groups of two sentences the words printed 
italics link the second sentence with the first. 

I stood up. Then I sat down. 

I stood up. Later I sat down. 

I stood up. Next I sat down. 

I stood up. Thereupon he walked away. 

I. Make suitable sentences to go before the following— 


1. 

2. 

3 - 

4 * 


6 . 

7 - 


Then he had breakfast. 

Later on there was a thunderstorm 

Next came a duet. 

At the same time the rain came on 

Meantime she said nothing. 
Thereafter supper was served. 

Soon he broke into a run. 


II. Each sentence {except the first) in the following passage is linked 
to the sentence before it by a linking expression, that is, by a connective . 

What are the connectives ? 

Mr. Pickwick sat himself down in a chair before the fire, 
and fell to thinking. First he thought of his friends, and 
wondered when they would join him. Then his mind turned 
to Mrs. Martha Bardell. From that lady it wandered to 

the dingy counting-house of Dodson and Fogg. ^ ror P 
Dodson and Fogg’s it flew elsewhere. Then it came back 

_ . -r-r , t*_! _ Z rloQrnPQ5 


White 
Mr. I 


So 


IU LUUVIU^ -LT-E.X . -- - 1 , 

he roused himself, and began to undress. It was then that 
he recollected he had left his watch on the table downstairs. 
Thereupon he slipped on his coat, and, taking a candlestic 
in his hand, walked quietly down in search of his watch. 
However, the more stairs he went down, the more stairs 
there seemed to be to descend. They seemed to be endless. 
At last he reached a stone hall which he remembered to 
have seen when he entered the house. Passage after passage 

fed Tom i., and d** he searched rmdJh. w» »» *. PO.m 

of going up. At length he opened the door °f V J 
room in which he had spent the evening, and b 

missing property on the table. 
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SECTION VIII ' 88 - ENGLISH USAGES 


i. Arrange the following expressions according to their meaning under 
the three heads — seldom , often , sometimes. 


time and again from time to time 
once in a blue moon now and again 


again and again 
now and then 
occasionally 
at intervals 


time after time 
once in a while 
many a time 
times out of number 


rarely 
at times 
once in a way 
repeatedly 
hardly ever 
infrequently 


2. Harry was on the point of telling Jack something, but he 
changed his mind. Did he speak ? 

3. “ She was persuaded to stay over Sunday .” When did 
she go home ? 

4. Tom asked his sister when gentlemen wore powdered 
wigs. She replied, “ In the year one.” Was she right? 

5. When is a lady (a) on the wrong side of thirty, ( b) on the 
right side of forty ? 


SECTION VIII : 89 - FITNESS 


at a stretch 
in course of time 
all along 
from first to last 

Use these phrases to fill in the gaps 


all the year round 
at short notice 
on the spur of the moment 
in the long run 

in the following sentences. 


1. Snow lies on the high Alps-. 

2. - we must have spent three hours in trying to 

find him. 


3. - the boys and girls of to-day will become the 

men and women of to-morrow. 


4. If you stick at it you will win out-. 

5. I was ordered to set out for Paris-. 

6. He is quite accustomed to work for six hours-. 

7. She was a headlong creature who did everything-. 

8. - I had been doubtful whether he was the man 

he pretended to be. 
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SECTION VIII : 90 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

t 

Tom was writing his composition. In the meantime Jack was 
drawing a map. 

The meaning of these two sentences can be given in one sentence , thus— 

1. While Tom was writing his composition Jack was drawing a 
map. 

2. While Jack was drawing a map Tom was writing his com¬ 
position. 

3. All the time that Tom was writing his composition Jack was 
drawing a map. 

4. The whole time that Jack was drawing a map Tom was 
writing his composition. 

5. During the time that Tom was writing his composition Jack 
was drawing a map. 

6. For as long as Jack was drawing a map Tom was writing his 
composition. 

* 

7. Tom was writing his composition and meanwhile Jack was 
drawing a map. 

Give in one sentence and in as many ways as possible the meaning of— 

(a) I was singing. Meanwhile she was dancing. 

(b) The cat was watching the mouse. In the meantime 
the dog was watching the cat. 

SECTION VIII : 91 “ ENGLISH USAGES 

1. (a) One hot afternoon a committee of women met at 

Mrs. Thomson’s house. No one would speak until 

Miss Johnston broke the ice. 

(b) Some half-dozen ladies kept the ball rolling. 

(c) Mrs. Thomson wound up the meeting. 

What exactly did (a) Miss Johnston, ( b ) the half- 

dozen ladies, (c) Mrs. Thomson, do ? 

2. A small boy was chattering a good deal when his mother 
asked him to give over. What did she mean ? 

3. What happens when the sun has run its course ? 

4. Last April a certain player said that he had done with 
football for good. When did he expect to start playing 

again ? 

5. “ Always nip bad temper in the bud.” When should the 
“ nipping ” be done ? 


KING’S ENGLISH—SENIOR I———“^7* 
SECTION VIII: 92 - COMPOSITION - A STORY 



Just in Time 


The picture shows the end of the story. The story should 
begin—“ We set out that morning for our picnic with light 

hearts.” 


Section IX: Good and Evil 

section ix : 93 ~ ENGLISH USAGES - Character 

1. Dick had been up to some mischief, but when his mother 
questioned him he looked as if butter would not melt in his 
mouth. Did he (a) change colour, ( b ) look guilty, or 

(c) look innocent ? 

2. In days gone by Satan was pictured as having cloven hoofs, 
like a goat or cow. What is meant by this sentence— 
“Jack is showing the cloven hoof ” ? 

3. Sin defiles a man, that is, it soils his character. What 
do the following sentences mean ? 

(a) Whoever did the foul deed, her hands are clean. 

(b) The one blot in her character is her pride. 

(c) He was found not guilty, and the judge said that he 
left the court without a stain on his character. 

(d) You cannot touch pitch without being defiled. 

(e) She was a girl of spotless character. 

4. What is (a) a good-for-nothing , ( b) an outlaw\ ( c) a convict. 

( d) a hooligan ? 
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SECTION IX : 94 ” WHAT IT MEANS 

A Visit from His Majesty 

Yet if His Majesty, our sovereign lord, 

Should of his own accord 

m 

Friendly himself invite, 

And say, “ I’ll be your guest to-morrow night,” 
How should we stir ourselves, call and command 
All hands to work ; “ Let no man idle stand. 

“ Set me fine Spanish tables in the haD 
See they be fitted all ; 

Let there be room to eat, 

And order taken that there want no meat. 

See every sconce and candlestick made bright, 
That without tapers they may give a light. 

Look to the presence. Are the carpets spread, 
The dazie o’er the head, 

The cushions on the chairs, 

And all the candles lighted on the stairs ? 
Perfume the chambers, and in any case 
Let each man give attendance in his place.” 

Thus, if the king were coming, would we do, 

And ’twere good reason too ; 

For ’tis a duteous thing 
To show all honour to an earthly king, 

And after all our travail and our cost. 

So he be pleased, to think no labour lost. 

But at the coming of the king of Heaven 
All 5 s set at six and seven : 

We wallow in our sin, 

Christ cannot find a chamber in the inn. 

We entertain Him always like a stranger, 

And, as at first, still lodge Him in a manger. 
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1. There are two main thoughts in the poem, A Visit 
from His Majesty . Give these in two sentences, the 

first beginning, “If King -the second 

beginning, “ But if the King of Heaven . 

2. What is there in the poem to show that it was written 
some time ago ? 

3. (a) In what part of the world was the Spanish Main ? 

(b) From what part of the world do we get mahogany 
wood ? 

(c) Can you say now what “ Spanish tables ” are ? 

4. You will not find the word dazie in a modern dictionary. 
Look up the word canopy. 

5. A good dictionary will give you three main meanings 
of the word sconce —(1) head, (2) bracket, (3) small fort 
or earthwork. Which of these is the meaning of sconce 
in the poem ? 

6. “ See every sconce and* candlestick made bright, 

That without tapers they may give a light.” 

Give the meaning of these lines thus—“ Polish every 
sconce and candlestick till it is so bright that-.” 

7. We still use the expression at sixes and sevens. What is 
the meaning of, “ The furniture of the room was at 
sixes and sevens ” ? 

8. Give the meaning of “ Look to the presence ” in a sen¬ 
tence of this form—“ See that the place where- 

is properly prepared.” 

9. What does the word so mean in the expression “ So he 
be pleased ” ? 

10. Which is the most important stanza in the poem ? 
What reasons can you give for your answer ? 

11. Give, in two or three sentences and in the simplest 
language, the meaning of the last stanza of the poem. 



* 
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SECTION IX : 95 “ THE LINKING OF SENTENCES 


Arrange the following couplets (two lines of verse which rhyme) in their 
proper order so that they make a poem of four verses , each verse having 
four lines (or two couplets ). 

1. You’re to write of a bad little girl, that was wicked and 
bold and all that ; 

And then you are to write, if you please, something good 
—very good—of a cat. 

2. But papa said if I was good I could ask you—alone by 
myself— 

If you wouldn’t write me a book like that little one up 
on the shelf. 


3. My papa knows you, and he says you’re a man who makes 
reading for books ; 

But I never read nothing you wrote, nor did papa—I know 
by his looks. 

4. And you’ll put me and her in a book. And, mind, 
you’re to say I was bad ; 

And I might have been badder than that but for the good 
cat that 1 had. 



You needn’t mind what it’s about, for no one will see 


it but me— 

And Jane—that’s my nurse 


man 


-just only us three. 


and John—he’s the coach- 


6. I don’t mean the pictures, of course, for to make them 
you’ve got to be smart ; 

But the reading that runs all around them, you know 
just the easiest part. 

7. And you’ll say that she was a Maltese, and—what’s that 
you asked ? “Is she dead ? ” 

Why, please, sir, there ain’t any cat. You’re to make 
one up out of your head. 

8. So I guess you’re like me when I talk, and I talk, and I 
talk all the day, 

And they only say : “ Do stop that child ! ” or, “ Nurse, 
take Miss Edith away.” 
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SECTION ix: 96 - ENGLISH USAGES - GOOD, BAD, AND 

INDIFFERENT 

Which of the following sentences mean , “It was a very good piece 
of work ” ? 

1. It was a masterpiece. 

2. It was nothing to boast of. 

3. The soundness of the workmanship was obvious. 

4. It was faultless. 

5. Its excellence could not be questioned. 

6. It was quite a respectable piece of work. 

7. We must all agree that it was rather good. 

8. It challenged comparison with the best. 

9. Most people said that it would pass muster. 

10. It was not too bad. 

11. No one could doubt its value. 

12. Not a flaw could be found in it. 

13. Let us agree that it was passable. 

14. It was a model for all to follow. 

15. You must admit that it was a very good piece of work 
considering who did it. 

16. It was quite well done. 


SECTION IX : 97 “ COMPOSITION - A REPORT AND A LETTER 

A Street Accident 

Jimmy saw his chum Bob knocked down by a motor car and 
taken to hospital although not seriously hurt. Bob had been 
struck by the right-hand mudguard of the car which overtook 
him just as he was about to step off the street on to the pavement. 
(This last sentence tells you whether Bob or the driver of the car was 
probably to blame for the accident .) 

(1) What do you imagine the policeman wrote in his 
notebook after interviewing Jimmy and the driver ? 
(Remember that it was from these notes that the 
policeman made his report to his superiors.) 

(2) Write what you imagine to have been the letter which 
Jimmy posted that evening to a friend who was 
expecting to meet both Jimmy and Bob on the 
following Saturday. 


I 
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SECTION IX : 98 - WHAT IT MEANS - CHARACTER 

I* Which of the following sentences mean, “He is a thoroughly 
bad man ” ? 

1. His behaviour is none too good. 

2. He is a villain of the deepest dye. 

3. What a blackguard he is ! 

4. He is a graceless wretch. 

5. If people blame him, he has his own conduct to thank. 

6 . He has fallen from grace. 

7. There is scarcely a crime which he has not committed. 

8. He is an utter scoundrel. 

9. His misdeeds are both many and serious. 

10. He is far from being perfect. 

11. He has gone far astray. 

12. Nothing is too bad for him to do. 

13. It is-not easy to find an excuse for his folly. 

14. His ^villainy is unspeakable. 

15. He is a man of weak character. 

II. Which of the following sentences mean, “ He is a man of the 
very highest character ” ? 

1. He has his good points. 

2. His character is without a flaw. 

3. How noble he is ! 

4. He is a harmless soul. 

5. What an example he is to everybody ! 

6. Seldom does he stray from the path of virtue. 

7. He is a man of saintly character. 

8 . His faults are pardonable. 

9. What failings he has are due more to weakness than to 
an evil mind. 

10. No one can point a finger at him. 

11. His conduct is not so bad after all. 

12. With'him duty always comes first. 

13. He never grows weary in well- 

14. For the most part he is well-behaved. 
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V 

SECTION IX : 99 " FITNESS 

Fill in the gaps in the sentences below with suitable expressions. 

1. Take care --, they are so valuable. 

2. He never --, he is so modest. 

3. Never-—, it is so unlucky. 

4. He would not-, he was so mean. 

^ Everybody-, he is so famous. 

g \y e -, they were so insolent. 

7. Don’t-, he is so treacherous. 

8. I soon-, they were so friendly. 

9. The Queen-, she is so gracious. 

10. Nobody-he is so ill-tempered. 

11. It is impossible-, she is so rude. 

12. Few people —--sables, they are so expensive. 

SECTION IX : 100-THE BUILDING OF SENTENCeIT.*-^ 

There was a poor old cat. It was being worried byfp fierce 
dog. Tommy Smith rescued it. * '/ 

The meaning of these three sentences can be given in one sentence , thus — 

Tommy Smith rescued a poor old cat which was being worried 
by a fierce dog. 

Give the meaning of each of the following groups of three sentences in 
one sentence , without using one of these words : and, but, so. 

(a) We have a garden. In the middle of it grew a chestnut 
tree. One night a storm blew it down. 

lb) I was ill. It was influenza I had. But I did not know 
I had it. 

(c) I came home. Then I had a meal. It was most enjoy¬ 
able. 

(d) Mr. Brown keeps a dog. It hates cats intensely. They 
hate it quite as much. 

( e ) Mrs. Smith has lost her cat. How sorry is she ? No 
one can tell. 

(f) There is a boy called Fred Atkins. He does not like me. 
I once called him a bully. 

(g) I had a fountain pen. My mother gave it me. I have 
lost it. 
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SECTION IX : 101 - GRAMMAR - “ OR ” 

Rule i . When the subject of a sentence is a number of nouns or 

pronouns in the singular and joined by or, the verb 
must be singular. 

Example —“ My brother or my cousin or somebody else has gone 

off with my umbrella.” 


Rule 2. When the subject of the sentence is made up of two or 

more’ nouns or pronouns of different numbers, the 

verb takes the number of the noun or pronoun nearest it. 

Examples —“ Either you or he is wrong.” 

“ Are you or he to be trusted ? ” 


Which of the verbs within brackets is correct ? 

1. Either you or your brother (is, are) deceiving me. 

2. Tom or Dick or Harry (is, are) the culprit. 

3. (Has, have) you or your sister no manners ? 

4. (Does, do) your sister or you know good from evil ? 

5. (Is, are) he or you to be trusted ? 


SECTION IX : 102 - THE LINKING OF SENTENCES 


Arrange the following sentences in their proper order, and give the com¬ 
position a title. 

So whenever they passed him the boys and girls of the village- 
turned tlieir noses up in disdain and passed him by without 

a word. 



That is why the children of the village where Tommy lived 
all have turned-up noses. 

Tommy was a very bad boy. 

Their children, having heard their parents say that Tommy 
was bad, said so too. 

They had to do this often, for Tommy was so bad that he 
always put himself in the way of really nice boys and girls 

to make faces at them. 

The butcher, the baker, the candle-stick maker, indeed all 


the grown up people said so. * 

Being children they, of course, took good care to show 
^ Tommy what they thought of him. 
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SECTION IX : 103 - COMPOSITION - A STORY 

Jock of Hazeldean 

“ Why weep ye by the tide, iadie ? 

Why weep ye by the tide ? 

I’ll wed ye to my youngest son, 

And ye shall be his bride : 

And ye shall be his bride, ladie, 

Sae comely to be seen ”— 

But aye she let the tears down fa’ 

For Jock of Hazeldean. 

“ Now let the wilfu’ grief be done, 

And dry that cheek so pale ; 

Young Frank is chief of Errington 
And lord of Langley-dale ; 

His step is first in peaceful ha’, 

His sword in battle keen ”— 

But aye she let the tears down fa 
For Jock of Hazeldean. 

“ A chain of gold ye shall not lack, 

Nor braid to bind your hair, 

Nor mettled hound, nor managed hawk, 

Nor palfrey fresh and fair ; 

And you the foremost o’ them a’ 

Shall ride our forest queen ”— 

But aye she let the tears down fa’ 

For Jock of Hazeldean. 

The kirk was decked at morning-tide, 

The tapers glimmered fair ; 

The priest and bridegroom wait the bride, 

And dame and knight are there. 

They sought her both by bower and ha’ ; 

The lady was not seen ! 

She’s o’er the Border, and awa’ 

Wi’ Jock of Hazeldean. 

Sir Walter Scott 

Tell the story of the poem in prose. Give the heroine a name. 
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TESTS - A 

1. (a) When is a person (a) in low spirits , (b) in high spirits ? 

(b) What is (a) the dead of winter , (b) a good-for-nothing, 

(c) an outlaw ? 

2. Give in one sentence and in as many ways as possible the meaning 

of— 

He had plenty to eat and drink. Meanwhile his wife 
was starving. 

3. Which of the following sentences mean , “ I found the task 
easy ” ? 

(a) It was child’s play to me. 

(b) I found it uphill work. 

(c) It was not beyond my strength. 

(d) I found it not too troublesome. 

(e) I found it plain sailing. 

4. Give the meanings of these in sentences which end in a full stop . 

(a) What a chatter-box she was ! 

(b) Are you not ashamed of yourself? 

(c) A fine scholar you are ! 

(d) What else could you expect ? 

(e) Who ever had things all his own way ? 

5. Make suitable sentences to go immediately before the following — 

(a) Soon after we reached home. 

(b) Nevertheless she was quite happy. 

(c) She immediately fainted. 

(d) On the other hand you may be quite wrong. 

(e) At that moment the light went out. 

6. Re-write these sentences with the verbs in the past tense. 

They creep along. She eats slowly. 

She lays down her hat. He wrings his hands. 

The moon shines clearly. The cock crows. 

They light a fire. I swim every morning. 

7. Fill in the gaps below with suitable expressions — 

[a) -the sums, --so difficult. 

( b ) I finished the work-, it was so easy. 

(r) She carried-, it was so light. 

(d) Everybody-, he was so obliging. 

(e) No one-, he was so ill-tempered. 
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TESTS - B 


I 


2 


What are (a) the small hours of the 
matter, (c) a knotty point ? 

Put the proper stops after the following 


What a shame 
Would you da 
How dare you 
I dare do it 


Much good yoi 
Stop talking 
You rascal 
Please help me 


did 


3. Which of the following sentences mean “ He came as soon 
as he could ” ? 

(a) He wasted no time in coming. 

(£) He came at once. 

(c) He came at the earliest possible moment. 

(d) Only a short time passed before he came. 

(e) A few moments passed and then he came. 


4. Turn the verbs below into verbs in the present tense . 


He hid himself. 
She lit the fire. 
The water froze . 
She lay down. 


I lent him a shilling. 

He slew giants. 

She beat me. 

She laid the table-cloth 


5 


of the following 


which do not 


mark 


(a) Did you ever see such a creature ? 

(b) What a day of rain ! 

(c) How do you expect me to do this ? 

(d) Why should we be downhearted ? 

(e) A merry Christmas ! 


6. What are the linking expressions in the following paragraph ? 

“ It was a fine morning when we set out. However, 
it did not long remain so. Soon the sky became overcast 
and rain fell. Thereupon we sought shelter.’* 


7. From the words within brackets choose the most suitable one. 

(a) He got into a (trial, puzzle, difficulty). 

( b ) She (slackened, defeated, hindered) me in my work. 

( c ) I find him very (helpful, helping, supporting) to me. 

(d) Though he was foolish, he was a (clever, helpful, 
harmless) soul. 


F 
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SECTION IX : 104 


SAYING THE SAME THING 


I. Here are four ways of saying the same thing — 

The bright room made her happy. 

She was made happy by the bright room. 

She was happy because of the bright room. 

Her happiness was the result of the brightness of the room. 

Give three other ways of saying — 

(a) The wretched hovel made him unhappy. 

(b) The hot weather turned the milk sour. 


II. Here are five ways of saying the same thing — 

The house pleased everybody by its size. 

The size of the house pleased everybody. 

Everybody was pleased with the size of the house. 

The size of the house was a cause of pleasure to everybody. 
Because of its size, the house pleased everybody. 

Give four other ways of saying — 

She annoyed everybody by her singing. 


Section X: Place 

SECTION X : 105 - ENGLISH USAGES 

1. Arrange the following words in order according to the 
size of the place named— 

parish hamlet country city county village town 

2. Describe each of the following in a few words— 

mansion castle cottage palace tenement inn 

barrack (s) lodgings hut cabin wigwam cell 

3. Say for what the following parts of a house are used or where 
they are situated— 

hall drawing-room library study 

bedroom attic dining-room garret 

cellar kitchen pantry living-room 

4. To what kind of building would you apply the name 
massive pile ? Give an example of such a building. 

5. Explain these terms— 

guest boarder tenant settler cockney 

garrison native colonial foreigner citizen 
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SECTION X : 106 - COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION. 

My School 

Write a composition on “ My School ” in three paragraphs. 

The three paragraphs should deal with — 

1. Its name, kind (senior, central, secondary, advanced 
division), and situation. 

2. Its size—how many storeys ? how many classrooms ? 

3. Describe the lay-out of the school as if you were showing 
a visitor over it—classrooms, corridors, head-teacher’s 
room, staffrooms, and any other rooms (for example, the 
music room, art room, cookery room, workshop). 

SECTION X : 107 - FITNESS 

Which of the three expressions within brackets is correct ? 

1. Every village has its oldest (settler, citizen, inhabitant). 

2. He was (not at all, nowhere, by no means) to be found. 

3. His day’s work o’er, the ploughman seeks his lowly 
(mansion, hovel, cot). 

4. When the feasting was over, each warrior knight was 
conducted by attendant menials to his (apartment, 
room, chamber). 

5. Leaving the main street, I followed my guide through 
a narrow (square, circus, lane). 

6. The ship’s hull was made of (layers, sheets, plates) of 
steel. 

7. All around us were lofty (hills, mountains, mounds). 

8. When I entered the Abbey, I looked with awe and 
reverence all around me, and then I cast my eyes 
towards the (top, ceiling, roof). 

9. At the (summit, top, point) of every tree there was a 
crow’s nest. 

10. The roof of the temple was supported by great (posts, 
pillars, shafts). 

11. I lay down and looked over the (brim, brink, edge) of 
the cliff. 

12 . Velvet is (smooth, polished, slippery) to the touch. 

13. The sea was so rough that I remained in my (bed, bunk, 

bunker). ’ 

14. Its long voyage past, the ship drew up alongside the 
(port, wharf, anchorage) to unload. 


SECTION X : 108 - WHAT IT MEANS 

Moor Park Garden 

The perfectest figure of a garden I ever saw, either at home 
or abroad, was that of Moor Park in Hertfordshire, when I 
knew it about thirty years ago (1650). It was made by the 
Countess of Bedford with very great care and much cost. 

Because I take the garden I have named to have been in all 
kinds the most beautiful and perfect that I have ever seen, I will 
describe it for a model to those that meet with such a situation 
and do not need to consider expense. It lies on the side of a 
hill (upon which the house stands), but not very steep. The 
length of the house, where the best rooms and of most use or 
pleasure are, lies upon the breadth of the garden. The great 
parlour opens into the middle of a terrace gravel-walk that lies 
even with it, and which may be, as I remember, about three 
hundred paces long, and broad in proportion ; the border set 
with standard laurels, and at large distances, which have the 
beauty of orange-trees out of flower and fruit. From this walk 
are three descents by many stone steps, in the middle and at 
each end, into a very large lawn, broken up by flower beds. 
This is divided into quarters by gravel-walks. At the ends of 
the terrace-walk are two summer-houses, and the sides of the 
lawn are ranged with two large covered walks, open to the garden, 
upon arches of stone, and ending with two other summer-houses 
even with the covered walks which are paved with stone, and 
designed for walks of shade, there being none other in the whole 
lawn. Over these two covered walks are two terraces covered 
with lead, and fenced with rails ; and the passage into these airy 
walks is out of the two summer-houses at the ends of the first 
terrace-walk. The covered walk facing the south is covered with 
vines and would have been proper for an orange-house, and the 
other for myrtles or other more common greens. 

From the middle of the lawn is a descent by many steps 
lying on each side of a cave that lies between them into the 
lower garden, which is all fruit-trees ranged about the several 
quarters of a wilderness which is very shady. The walks here 
are all green, the cave ornamented with figures of shell-rock- 
work, fountains, and water-works. If the hill had not ended 
with the lower garden, and the wall were not bounded by a 
common way that goes through the park, they might have added 
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a third quarter of all greens ; but this want is supplied by a garden 
on the other side of the house, which is all of that sort, very wild, 
shady, and adorned with rough rock-work and fountains. 

Sir William Temple 

Below is a drawing of the garden. 

For what parts of the garden and its surroundings do the 

numbers i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, stand? 

2. If the length of the part marked 1 is correctly shown in 
the drawing, then the drawing does not show correctly 
the breadth of the terraces, walks, cloisters, or the size 
of the house and summer-houses. How can you tell 
that this statement is true ? 
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SECTION x: 109 -ENGLISH USAGES - LAND AND WATER 

1. Arrange the following nouns under these two heads (a) standing water, 
(b) running water — 

swamp pond brook puddle waterfall fountain 

lake cataract stream loch whirlpool rivulet 

ditch tarn spring pool flood backwater 

2. Arrange the following nouns under these two heads —(a) salt water , 
(b) fresh water — 

lagoon streamlet torrent cove gulf river 

well bay strait burn sound fish-pond 

firth creek rapids surf cascade breaker 

3. Arrange the following nouns under these three heads —(a) flat land , 
(b) rising ground (c) hollows. 


hill 

fell 

flat 

bowling-green 

strath 

gully 

plain 

mountain 

gorge 

knoll 

plateau 

highlands 

valley 

ravine 

table-land 

dale 

hillock 

lawn 

hummock 

glen 

prairie 

uplands 

downs 

dell 


SECTION x : 110 - GRAMMAR - Adjective Phrases and Adverbial 

Phrases 

What are the adjective phrases and the adverbial phrases in the following 
sentences ? To what words are they attached ? 

1. The house next door is to let. 

2. We live next door to them. 

3. A life in the open air is the best life of all. 

4. This happens to be my day at home. 

5. While he was yet a great way off, his father saw him. 

6. I am met with difficulties at every turn. 

7. No place under the sun can match it for beauty. 

8. He was on his back for a week. 

9. A week on his back gave him time for thought. 

10. On all sides great mountains reared their crests to the 
sky. 

11. Please remain within call. 

12. I prefer an evening with a book by the fireside. 

13. The houses on one side of the street were detached. 

14. Terrace houses for workmen were being built on the 
other side. 
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SECTION X: 111 - THE LINKING OF SENTENCES - Place 


the following groups of two sentences , the second is linked with the 


first by the 


1. 

2 . 


farmhouse. Near by was a clump of trees. 


lifted 


Underneath was a fine red worm. 


3. The greenhouses are worth seeing. Within are some 


rare 


plants. 

4. She took a long walk. Midway she rested. 

I. Make suitable sentences to go immediately before the following 


In front marched the band. 

On each side were high hills. 

The Smiths live next door. 

Alongside lay a sailing ship. 

I walked in the rear. 

A river flowed between. 

Within was a cosy parlour. 

Overhead hung some ripe pears. 

Beyond were the mountains. 

II. In each of the following paragraphs , pick out the connectives which 
link the second sentence with the first , the third sentence with the 
second , and the fourth sentence with the third. 

1. The scene which now met my eyes would have thrilled a 
tramp. First to meet them was a loch gemmed with 
islands. On one of these was the ruin of an old fort 
which told of a warlike past. It frowned upon the 
everlasting hills which, covered with heather, showed 
purple against the pale blue of the morrnng sky. 

2. We live at number ten Main Street. On one side of us 
live an old couple called Fuller. On the other live the 
Browns, one of whom, Jack by name, is my best friend. 
Over the way from them, and right opposite stands the 

Jackson’s house. 

3. My study is the dearest, although the most untidy, 
room in the house. It contains a table, a huge armchair, 
one or two other chairs, and a huge fireplace. On the 
table you will always find a jumble of books, inkstands, 
and papers. Strange to say it is this very jumble which 
gives the room its main attraction, for me at least. 


1. 

2. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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SECTION X : 112 - COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION 

Choose one of these two subjects for a composition — 

A Garden I Know 

i . Where situated ? 

2 . Its size, shape, and whether surrounded by wall, fence, 
or hedge. 

3. The lay-out of the paths, flower beds, vegetable beds, 
beds for currant bushes or fruit-trees, lawns or grass-plots. 

4. The part of it you like best. Why ? 

A Cricket Ground {or A Football Ground) 

I Know ^ 

1. Its name and situation. 

2. How you get there. 

3. Lay-out of grand-stands, terracing, pavilion, shape of 
playing enclosure (oval, rectangle), how ground is marked 
off for the game. 

4 Any exciting game you have seen there. 


SECTION XI 113 -ENGLISH USAGES 

1. Kate looked forward with pleasure to the coming of the 
postman. When the postman came, her joy gave place to 
disappointment. What happened ? 

2. Miss Thomson went to the entertainment. Soon after 
it began she said, “ This is no place for me.” What did 

she do next ? 

3. What is {a) a place of amusement, (b) a place of refuge, (c) a 
place of worship, {d) a watering-place, {e) a hunting-place (for 

rare plants) ? 

4. Mr. A was a man who had to be kept in his place. How 
did he behave ? 

5. The Association of Grocers met to consider whether the 
price of sugar should be increased. One member made 
a remark which was quite out of place. Guess what he 

said. 

6. “ Work out the answer to three places of decimals .” Give 
such an answer. 

7. Mrs. X tried to remember where she had met Mr. Y, 
but she could not place him. What was it she forgot ? 

8. “I can tell you all about the accident,” said Mr. X, for 
I was well placed to see what occurred.” Was he suitable 

as a witness at the enquiry ? 


KING'S ENGLISH—SENIOR - 

SECTION X: 11 4 - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 

Turn each of the following sentences into another sentence that requires no 
quotation marks . 

Example —“ Are you staying with your aunt ? ” said I to her. 

I asked her if she was staying with her aunt. 

* 

1. “ No,” he replied, “ I cannot tell where she comes from.” 

2. “ Where are you going, Tom ? ” asked his mother. 

3. “ Do not put things in their wrong places,” said she to 
her brother. 

4. “ What a beautiful home ! ” said he. 

5. “ Please stand still,” said I to her. 

6. I said to him, “ Will you.kindly tell your mother that I 
am coming to see you both at your home ? ” 

7. In reply he said, “ I shall be glad to see you at our home.” 

8. “ Have you many bedrooms in your hotel ? ” said she 
to me. 

9. “ Shall I ever see so beautiful a waterfall again ? ” said I 
to myself. (/ said to myself here means I wondered.) 

SECTION X: 115 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

Complete the following sentences in any way that seemf to you to make 
good sense. 

1. Wherever you may go-. 

2. -far and near. 

3. -within an ace of-. 

4. -end to end. 

5. Here, there, and everywhere,-. 

6. Overhead-. 

7. -from top to bottom. 

8. -on the broad of his back. 

9. -wrong side up. 

10. -inwardly. 

11. -whence he came. 

# 

12. Over the way-. 
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Section XI : Likeness , Difference 

SECTION XI : 1 16 - WHAT IT MEANS 

A Madrigal 

Crabbed Age and Youth 

• 

Cannot live together : 

Youth is full of pleasance, > 

Age is full of care ; 

Youth like summer morn, 

Age like winter weather, 

Youth like summer brave, 

Age like winter bare : 

Youth is full of sport, 

Age’s breath is short, 

Youth is nimble, Age is lame : 

Youth is hot and bold, 

Age is weak and cold, 

Youth is wild, and Age is tame :— 

Age, I do abhor thee, 

Youth, I do adore thee ; 

O ! my Love, my Love is young ! 

Age, I do defy thee— 

O sweet shepherd, hie thee, 

For methinks thou stay’st too long. 

William Shakespeare 


I. Which of the following adjectives can 
which of them to describe Youth ? 

be used to 

describe Age and 

eager 

infirm 

peevish 

alert 

fearless 

listless 

keen 

uneasy 

lifeless 

sober 

active 

gaunt 

fretful 

brisk 

spirited 

•» 

haggard 

grave 

daring 

sluggish 

comely 

agile 

vigorous 

timorous 

dull 

• 

feeble 

lively 

spruce 

discontented 

frail 

gay 
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II. Suppose that an artist were to paint two pictures, one 

showing Age , and the other showing Youth. How would he 
draw these two figures ? Some hints for your answers are 

given below. 


dress - colour ? 

head - how would the artist treat the brow, the cheeks, 

the eyes, the hair, in each picture ? 

figure - plump, thin, bent, erect ? 

pose -sitting, standing, running, leaping? busy, idle, 

working, playing, thinking, gazing ? 

scene — indoors, out-of-doors ? season of the year ? (how 

might an artist suggest winter if the scene were 

indoors ?) 


SECTION XI : 117 - ENGLISH USAGES 

1. Mary Brown was a kind of housemaid. Was she really 
a housemaid ? If not, what might she be ? 

2. In the making of mock-turtle soup a calf’s head is often 
used. Why is the soup called mock- turtle ? 

3. Two teams played cricket. Somebody said that the 
match was a mockery of the game. What do you think 
happened during the game ? 

4. “In their likes and dislikes the two men were worlds 
apart” One liked a quiet life. What kind of life did 

the other lead ? 

5. Jack went home and his sister followed suit. What did 
she do ? 

6. Kate Jackson was Lily Gray’s echo. When Lily said, 
“ O dear ! ” what did Kate do ? 

7. Mr. Smith had a business. His manager was Smith’s 
second self. Smith was laid up for a week with influenza. 
Did he worry about his business ? 

8. Tom’s little brother aped him in all that he did. When 
Tom forgot to clean his shoes what did his brother do ? 

9. Muriel started to write her composition. Susan took 
a leaf out of her book. Was Muriel very angry ? 

10. Jimmy was far from being clever. Everybody said that 
he was a chip of the old block. Was his father pleased ? 



V, 


SECTION XI : 11 8 - GRAMMAR - LIKE 


Like may be used 

1. as an adjective —“ The twins are very like.” 

2 . as an adjective doing the work of a preposition —“ She was like her 
mother.” 

3 - as an adverb doing the work of a preposition —“ He swims like a 
duck.” 


as a noun —“ I never met his like.” 

5 . as a verb —“ I like her.” 

Note. Never use like as a conjunction. The 
sentences “ I cannot sing like you do ” and “ Roses 
were blooming like in summer,” show this wrong use 
of like. 


How is the word like used in the following sentences? 

1. The news spread like wildfire. 5. Rabbits like green food. 

2. That is like your impudence. 6. He ran like the wind. 

3. A like question faced me. 7. I never saw the like. 

4. I, like you, hate him. 8. You are very like her. 


SECTION XI : I 19 - ENGLISH USAGES 

1. What is ( a) a drawn game , ( b) a dead heat ? 

2. At running Kate was more than a match for Hazel. Which 
of them could run the faster ? 

3. “ Tommy all but won.” Give one word for all but. 

4. A man asked his tailor which of two suits was the better. 
The tailor said that it was six of one and half-a-dozen of the 

other. Which suit did the tailor prefer ? 

5. If your eyes are next door to closing, what ought you to do ? 

6. A certain man said that his partner had a bad temper. 
People said that this was a case of the pot calling the kettle 

black . What did they mean ? 

7. If your task is as good as done, how much longer have you 
to work ? 

8. Give the meaning of “ I still remain of the same mind” 




I 
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SECTION XI : 120 - COMPOSITION 

A Pen Portrait and a Letter 

i . Write a pen portrait of the schoolmate who sits next you 
on your right or on your left. 

(Say something about your schoolmate's age, appearance {complexion, 
colour of hair and eyes, shape of features), figure (Jheight, girth), dress, 

speech, manners, and disposition.) 

2 . You travelled from — to — by bus last Monday 
and left a parcel in the bus. 

(Write to the manager of the bus company, telling him of your loss 
describing the parcel, and asking him to let you know if it has been found.) 

The description of the parcel is an important part of the letter. 


SECTION XI : 121 - FITNESS 

From the three expressions given in each sentence choose the most suitable one. 

r as like as two peas. 

i. The twins were -j as like as chalk is to cheese. 

I as like as a dock is to a daisy. 




( like crying. 

2. Being the only boy present, J Uke a fool 

Tommy felt I .. 


like a fish out of water 


(like nothing on earth. 

I 


3. The news spread like wildfire 

t like a shot. 


(like a house on fire. 

4. She was so frightened that she ran I like mad. 

^ like a shot. 





/ like greased lightning. 

5. His nickname fitted him \ like one o’clock. 

^ like a glove. 

| likely \ 

6. Humph ! A most probable [ story ! 

' not ver V convincing J 
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SECTION XI : 122 -ENGLISH USAGES 

'O 

* 
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I. When the portrait of a certain man was first shown , the people who 
saw it said these things about it — 


Mr. A. “ It is lifelike.” 

Mr. B. “ It is a fair likeness.” 

Mr. C. “ It is a speaking likeness.” 

Mr. D. “ It is as like him as chalk to cheese.” 

Mr. E. “ It is his breathing image.” 

Mr. F. “ There is a slight resemblance.” 

Mr. G. “ There he is to the life.” 

Mr. H. “ What a faithful likeness ! ” 

What mark did each of these gentlemen give the portrait— Excellent, 
Very Good, Good, Fairly Good, Fair, Failure? 


II. Read these sentences carefully — 

1. I saw a robin yesterday and the selfsame robin to-day. 

2. The two robins were one and the same. 

3. The two robins looked much the same to me. ■' 

4. The one robin was the picture of the other. 

5. I saw a robin yesterday : to-day I saw a different one. 

6. The robin I saw to-day was no other than the one I saw yesterday. 

7. There was a strong likeness between the two robins, 
g The two robins differed somewhat in appearance. 

g The one robin was the fellow of the other. 

10. The two robins resembled each other. 

11. The one robin was the living image of the other. 

12. I could not distinguish the one robin from the other. 

13. There was a dose resemblance between the two robins. 

14. The one robin was the double of the other. 

(a) Which of these sentences mean , “ It was the same robin I saw 
yesterday and to-day ” ? 

(b) Which of them mean, “ The two robins looked somewhat 
like each other ” ? 

(c) Which of them mean , 
each other ” ? 


“ The two robins looked very like 




ncnoM n: 123 - ways of saying the same thing 

Turn each of the following sentences into another sentence that requires no 
quotation marks. 

Example —“ Go home at once,” said I to him. 

I told (ordered) him to go home at once. 

i “ Dick ” said I, “ you are getting more and more like 
your father.” 

2. “ I should not have expected a gentleman to speak to 
me as you have done,” said she. 

3. I asked him,Why are you so different from what you 

used to be ? ” 

4. Is he the same man ? ” I asked myself. 

5. “ Tell me,” said he to her, “ Why you are so much 

changed/* 

6. “ That is a speaking likeness of you,” he said to me, 

pointing to the portrait. # 

y ^ To me,” said I, “ you will always be the same kind 

lady.” „ 

8. “ No,” replied she, “ I am no longer the woman 1 was. 

9. “ I think I know him,” said she to herself. 

10. “ Please help me,” said he to his brother. 


SECTION XI I 12-4 — THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

Complete the following sentences in any way which seems to you to make 
good sense. 

1. They were certainly not peaceful 5 on the con¬ 
trary -. 

2. Birds of a feather-. 

3. In-are as black to white. 

4. - takes after — -. 

5. Like father,-. 

6. He looks as if-. 

7. The-life-like. 

8. - : I followed suit. 

9. -word for word. 

10. You should take a leaf-. 

11. In spite of-he- 

12. -out of tune. 


r * 
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SECTION XI : 125 - THE LINKING OF SENTENCES 

I. Arrange the following sentences according to their meaning under 
three heads — 

(/) The twins: their looks, (2) Their love for each other, (3) Their 
conduct. (At this stage, call the sentences by their numbers.) 

1. Like most twins they doted on each other. 

2. If they did not hunt trouble, it seemed to pursue them. 

3. Both had fair hair, fair skin, bluish grey eyes which 
could flash mischievously or look innocent at their 

owners’ wills. 

4. It is not enough to say that they were fond of each 
other : their love was wonderful. 

5. Jimmy and Dora Keller were twins. 

6. Their mother complained that they were always in 
trouble. 

7. As for their other features, one could best describe them 
by saying that Dora was an exact copy of Jimmy on a 

slightly smaller scale. 

8. So great was it that each could tell by a look, or even 
without one, what the other was thinking of. 

g. As a result, whether hunting or being hunted, they and 
trouble were seldom far apart. 

10. She might have said that they hunted trouble, and 
hunted it in couples. 

11. Anyone would have known from their looks that they 
were twins. 

II. Arrange in their proper order the sentences now grouped under their 
headings. You will then be able to read out or write out a com¬ 
position in three paragraphs on “ The Twins.” 

ITT In each of the sentences of the following paragraphs pick out the 

linking expression. (There is, of course, no linking expression 
in the first sentence of a composition.) 

1. The brothers were very unlike each other in nature. 
The older of them was as quiet as the younger was talka¬ 
tive. Both of them, however, were alike in their love lor 
their mother. In their eyes she could do no wrong. 

2. I do not think that Mrs. Jackson’s photograph does her 
justice. It makes her look older than she rea y is. 
Besides, she is not really so serious as the photograph 
makes her out to be. Nevertheless she seems to be quite 

pleased with it. 
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SECTION XI I 126 - COMPOSITION - A SUMMARY 

Give the sense of the following paragraph in much fewer words than the 
writer of the paragraph uses. (If you do your work well, you should 
manage to say all of importance that the paragraph says, but m 

half the number of words.) 

“ Once upon a time there lived somewhere or other, I 
can’t remember where, two boys who were twins. They 
were called Timothy and John. Twins are generally like 
each other, but these two were so very like each other that 
it was with great difficulty their friends could tell which was 
Timothy and which was John unless they were together. 
All boys are more or less mischievous when the mood takes 
them. Our twins were no exception to that rule. If their 
likeness to each other was a source of confusion to their 
friends, it was also a source of amusement to the twins. 
Many a hearty laugh they enjoyed over the fact that some 
one whose eyesight was none too sharp had. spoken to 
Timothy as if he were John or to John as if he were 

Timothy.” 

Note. You will save many words if you use the expression, 

“ tell them apart ” at the right place. . 

SECTION XI : 127 - ENGLISH USAGES - CHANGE 

1. Kate sat facing the engine, Nell with her back to it. 
They changed places. How did they sit then ? 

2. Tommy got soaking wet and he had no change of clothes. 
What was he forced to do ? 

3. The shop owned by Mr. Thomson changed hands. What 
happened to it ? 

4. Yesterday Mrs. X made up her mind to change her butcher. 
Then she changed her mind. Who is now her butcher ? 

5. (a) Mrs. A receiyad a letter telling her that her son was 

dangerouslmdll.j) She changed colour. How did she 
look ? 

(b) A young man asked Miss A if he might see her home. 
She changed colour. What did she do ? Did she go 
red or white ? 

r 

/ 

6. The beggar began by being very insolent to Mrs. Brown, 
but he soon changed his tune . What tune did he now play ? 
Can you guess what made him change it ? 

G 
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Section XII: Speech 


WHAT IT MEANS 


The Language of Birds 

The passage below is part of a letter written by a clergyman to a friend who 
was, like the writer, a student of all living things. 

Selborne, September 9th, 1778. 

From the motion of birds, it is natural to go on to their notes 
and language, of which I shall say something. Not that I 
would pretend to understand their language ; but I would be 
thought only to mean that many of the winged tribes have various 
sounds and voices adapted to express their various passions, 
wants, and feelings, such as anger, fear, love, hatred, hunger, 
and the like. All species are not equally eloquent ; some are 
copious and fluent, as it were, in their utterance, while others 
are confined to a few important sounds. No bird, like the fish 
kind, is quite mute, though some are rather silent. The language 
of birds is very ancient, and, like other ancient modes of speech, 
leaves much unsaid : little is said, but much is meant and 
understood. 

The notes of the eagle-kind are shrill and piercing, and about 
the season of nest-building are of many kinds, as I have been 
often assured by a curious observer of Nature, who long resided 
at Gibraltar, where eagles abound. The notes of our hawks 
much resemble those of the king of birds. Owls have very 
expressive notes ; they hoot in a fine vocal sound, much re¬ 
sembling the human voice. This note seems to express self- 
satisfaction and rivalry among the males. They use also a 
quick call and a horrible scream, and can snore and hiss when 
they mean to threaten. Ravens, besides their loud croak, can 
exert a deep and solemn note that makes the woods to echo : 
the amorous sound of a crow is strange and ridiculous : rooks, 
in the breeding season, attempt sometimes in the gaiety of their 
hearts to sing, but with no great success : the parrot-kind have 
a great range of notes, as appears by their aptitude to learn 
human sounds : doves coo in an amorous and mournful manner, 
and are emblems of despairing lovers : the woodpecker sets up 
a sort of loud and hearty laugh : the fern-owl, or goat-sucker, 
from the dusk till daybreak, serenades his mate with clattering 
of castanets. The swallow, as has been observed in a former 
letter, by a shrill alarm bespeaks the attention of the rest of its 
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kind, and bids them be aware the hawk is at hand. Swimming 
birds and birds that live in flocks, especially those that shift 
their quarters in the dark, are very noisy and talkative ; as cranes, 
wild geese, wild ducks, and the like : their perpetual clamour 
prevents them from dispersing and losing their companions. 

Gilbert White 

I. Try to give , by reading carefully the sentences in which they appear , 
the meaning of- —copious, curious, abound, the king of birds, 
expressive, aptitude, emblems, serenades, bespeaks, perpetual. 

II. Some of the statements made below contradict what Gilbert White 
says in his letter. Which of them do so ? 

1. No bird is dumb. 

2. The water-fowl has little to say. 

3. All birds can express themselves in many different ways. 

4. Birds can express their feelings in a language of their 
own. 

5. Owls have harsh voices. 

6. Fish have no language. 

7. A crow’s love notes would make anyone laugh but a crow. 

8. The language of birds is easy to understand. 

9. Birds that fly by night are talkative. 

10. Doves like to chatter. 

11. Birds have to use many words to convey their meaning. 

12. Parrots have only a few notes. 

13. Birds, like human beings, can propose to their sweet¬ 
hearts. 

14. The woodpecker’s note is solemn. 

15. Swallows whisper to each other that the hawk is near. 

16. The notes of the hawk are shrill and piercing. 

17* The eagle has only one note. 

18. The notes of the hawk are unlike those of any other bird. 

19. When nesting the rook sings melodiously. 

20. The language which birds speak to-day was spoken by 
the birds of long ago. 
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SECTION XII : 129-ENGLISH USAGES - MEANING 

Which of the following sentences mean, “ I understand what you say ” ? 
Which of them mean , “ I do not understand what you say ” ? 
Which of them mean , “ I am not sure of your meaning ” ? 

1. Your meaning passes my understanding. 

2. I catch your meaning. 

3. You are a sensible fellow. 

4. Your words bear a double meaning. 

5. What you say is Greek to me. 

6. I follow you. 

7. Your words are empty sound. 

8. What you say stands to reason. 

9. You have puzzled me somewhat. 

10. Your meaning is doubtful. 

11. I have missed the point of your remarks. 

12. Your meaning is as plain as a pikestaff. 

13. Be a little more definite. 


SECTION XII : 130 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES - STOPS 
Write out the following passages , putting in the. proper stops. 

1. What a beautiful morning said the duck to herself as the 
rain came down in torrents 

2. How beautiful is the sunrise said Annie how can you tell 
said her sister you are never up in time to see it 

3. Not one word more you have said quite enough you 
talk talk talk all the time I am speaking to you how 

dare you 

4. What on earth are you doing asked Nancy of her young 
brother Tommy nothing replied Tommy what a long 
time you take to do nothing said Nancy angrily I could 

have done it in half the time 

5. My little daughter Kate aged three asked me where I 
was going nowhere in particular said I is that very far 
away she inquired yes said I so far that I shall never 

get there 

6. Who killed Cock Robin asked the owl I said the sparrow 
with my bow and arrow I killed Cock Robin then don’t 
do it again said the goose who always liked to have the 

last word 


KING'S ENGLISH—SENIOR ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^IQI 

SECTION XII: 131 - THE LINKING OF SENTENCES 

I. Fill in the gaps below with suitable words and stops. 

1. The headmaster asked -. “ Here, sir ! ” said 

Bill. 

2. “ When --” said Mrs. X. “ Soon after ten,” 

replied Mr. X. 

O “-” asked little Florence. “That is a rhino¬ 

ceros,” replied her father. 

4. Fred asked his mother if-. “Yes,” said she, 

“ but be very careful.” 

5. Tommy explained that -. “ In other words,” 

said Miss Gibson, “ you were playing truant.” 

6. Susan asked if-. “ On no account,” was her 

mother’s reply. 

» 

7. “-” said A. “ Certainly,” said B. 

8. “-” asked B. “ Yes, if you don’t overdo it,” 

replied the doctor. 

9. “-” said A. “ I have no objection,” said B. 

10. “-” said A. “ Not if I know it,” said B. 

II. “ Do you mind if-■-” said Dick. “ Not at all,” 

said his aunt. 


II. Arrange the following sentences in their proper order and give the 
composition a title. 

/ “ Ah ! now I see what you are driving at,” said his father. 
4 “ What you call his front tail is really his nose.” 

I see only one tail,” said his father. 

That is an elephant,” replied his father. 

48* O daddy,” exclaimed little Harry, who had never seen an 
% elephant before, “ What big beast is that ? ” 

f What a nose ! ” said Harry. “ It will take him a long time 
to smell anything with a nose so long as that.” 

No, daddy, he has two tails,” persisted Harry, “ a little 
,4 one behind and a long one in front.” 

^ An elephant,” repeated Harry with difficulty. “ What 
does he want with two tails ? ” 
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SECTION XII : 132 -COMPOSITION-A STORY 

The first thing a story needs is a hero—the person about whom 
the story is told. Other people may appear in the story—a 
heroine, a villain, friends of the hero, enemies of the hero—but 
there can be only one hero. If there were more than one hero, 
there would be more than one story to tell at the same time. 

The story-teller must now proceed to get his hero into trouble. 
If the hero were never in a fix or in danger the reader (or hearer) 
of the story would never feel excited or even interested. Many 
story-tellers employ a villain to set a trap for the hero. 

Having got his hero into trouble, the story-teller must now 
get him out of it. We like stories because of the pleasure we get 
in watching our hero being beset by danger or misfortune and 
then escaping in triumph. 

When the hero is rescued or rescues himself, the story ends. 

Make a story about a schoolboy {or schoolgirl) of your own age 
who got into a scrape through a schoolmate {the villain ). 


SECTION XII : 1 3 3 - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 

Give the meaning of each of the following sentences in another sentence 
that does not require a question mark at the end of it. 

Example _“ In what country will you not find some poverty ? ” 

means 

“ There is no country in which you will not find some 
poverty.” 

1. Who does not know the name of Nelson ? 

2. And shall Trelawney die ? 

3. Did you ever hear such nonsense ? 

4. What answer can you possibly give ? 

5. In what school will you not find some backward 
children ? 

6. Why should we not do as he wishes ? 

7. Where will you not see sickness and poverty ? 

8. What man is without sin ? 

9. Who ever heard of such a thing ? 

10. When did you ever see her moping ? 

11. How much longer must I wait for an answer ? 
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SECTION m I ^34 "" GRAMMAR — THE COMPLEMENT 


Many verbs cannot make a predicate by themselves ; they 
require other words to help them to do so. 



swim. 1 * 


The words added to verbs to complete their sense are called 
complements. 

The complement must not be confused with the object, in 
the sentence ** We made a noise, noise is the object. In the 
sentence “ We made him captain,” him is the object and captain 

is the complement. 

What is the complement in each of the following sentences ? 

1. It is growing late. 7 * Sh e seems sensible. 

2. He became a bishop. 8. Let me alone. 

3. She was made leader. 9. They took him prisoner. 

4. I am called John. 10. I kept him silent. 

5. They set him free. 11. He painted the gate green. 

6. I could see him. 12. She called me a thief. 


SECTION XII : 135 “ ENGLISH USAGES 

1. Everybody knew that one might as well proclaim it from 
the house-tops as tell a secret to Mrs. A. What kind of 
person was Mrs. A ? What word (a noun) describes her ? 

2. What kind of reading-matter do you find (a) in the news 
columns , (b) in the advertisement columns , of a newspaper ? 

3. “ The story soon got abroad .” Give the meaning of got 
abroad , in one word if possible. 

4. “ That jam-pot was nearly full this morning and now 
it is half empty,” said Mrs. Brown to her son Tommy. 
What was she hinting at ? 

5. Give the meaning of these sentences— 

(a) He is coining money. 

(b) He coins words. 

6. One way of telling some one what is in your mind is to 
do so by word of mouth. What other way is there ? 
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SECTION XII 


: 136 


FITNESS 


From the three expressions given in each sentence choose the neatest one. 


I 


4 


5 


Say what you j with , OUt “ sin f. » man y P uzzlin S words> 
7 7 j m plain English. ?■ 

' in a fashion I can easily understand. 


2. Do not shout 


I were deaf. 


as if 


my hearing were defective. 


I needed an ear-trumpet to hear you 


disclose what I have told you as a secret. 


3. You must not { reveal what I have told you in confidence. 


give me away.l^ 


Depend upon it 


You may be perfectly assured that , 

There is no need for you to doubt whetheij$ 

( speak the truth. 

Always \ avoid telling an untruth. 


he will come. 


' say what you believe to be true. 


SECTION XII : 137 -ENGLISH USAGES 


1. What is your mother tongue ? 

2. Were you ever tongue-tied? Describe what happened 
on that occasion. 


3 - 

4 - 
5 * 

6. 


What is the difference between a ready t o ngue and a l° n S 


tongue ? 


What is (a) tall talk , ( b ) small talk ? 




Give the exact meaning of 

(a) He broke the silence. 

(b) He broke the news. 

How would a person say “ No ” and “ Yes ” in dumb- 
show ? 


7. “ He is very long-winded .” This sentence can have two 
meanings. What are they ? 

8. What is broken English ? Who, for example, might speak 

it? 

9. “ After due consideration, and having taken into account 
everything which has anything whatever to do with the 
subject in question, I have come at last to the painful 
conclusion that you are wrong.” Put that in a nutshell. 
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Section XIII : Thinking 


S SECTION XIII : 138 -WHAT IT MEANS 

“ I am certain that he is a Scotsman.” 

Which of the following sentences mean exactly the same as the sentence 
above ? 

1. I suspect him of being a Scotsman. 

2. To the best of my knowledge he is a Scotsman. 

3. So far as I know he is a Scotsman. 

4. There is no doubt in my mind that he is a Scotsman. 

5. I am inclined to the view that he is a Scotsman. 

K 6. That he is a Scotsman is, in my view, extremely probable. 

7. It is, I think, more than likely that he is a Scotsman. 

8. There are good grounds for my opinion that he is a 
Scotsman. 

9. I can vouch for his Scottish birth. 

10. I know that he is not an Englishman. 

11. Depend upon it, he is a Scotsman. 

12. He strikes me as being a Scotsman. 

13. Take it from me, he is a Scotsman. 

14. I am much mistaken if he is not a Scotsman. 

SECTION XIII : 139 “ COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION (How it 

Works) 


The Post-Office 


Write a composition describing the work of the Post-Office. 

Write your composition in five paragraphs , the first one being by far the 


longest. 


(a) Postman delivers a letter at your house. How has it reached 



w 


you ? # Describe all that has happened to the letter from the 
moment it was written until the moment you received it. 

4 « . _ _ * « • 1 t 1 • \ 


(stamping, posting, collecting, sorting, dispatch, delivery.) 


Telegrams, 
letters ? 


When do people send telegrams instead of 


(c) Telephones. 

(d) Sending of money through the post. 

(e) Post-Office Savings Bank. 


Tn fi--^ AN INTRODUCTION TO THl| 

•• 

SECTION XIII : 1 40 - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 

I. Here are four ways of saying the same thing — 

The headmaster gave all the pupils a test in arithmetic. 

All the pupils were given a test in arithmetic by the headmaster. 
A test in arithmetic was given to all the pupils by the head* 
master. 

Arithmetic was the subject of a test given to all the pupils by 
the headmaster. 

Give three other ways of saying — 

( a ) The teacher gave her pupils a lesson in English. 

(b) The inspector gave the class an examination in 
Geography. 

II. Here are five ways of saying the same thing — 

Alice lost many marks in the examination through sheer 
carelessness. 

Many marks were lost by Alice in the examination through 
sheer carelessness. 

In the examination Alice lost many marks through sheer 
carelessness. 

Through sheer carelessness Alice lost many marks in the 
examination. 

Sheer carelessness caused Alice to lose many marks in the 
examination. 

Give four other ways of saying — 

Tommy gained first prize in the race through his skill in 
running. _ 


SECTION XIII : 141 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

Complete the following sentences in any way which seems to you to make 
good sense. 


1. 


with 


2. Provided- 

succeed. 

3. To all appearance 

4. No wonder 

5 * 

6 . 

7 * 

8 . 

9 - 

10. 

11. 


there is no reason why he should not 


when you 


what to make of 


With one 
For all you know 


to an inch, 
by rote. 


I was on tenter-hooks, because - 
-. neither more nor less. 
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sscnoN xni: 142 -the linking of sentences 

I. Make suitable sentences to go immediately before the following — 

1. In reply the old lady said that she had never been in 
better health all her life. 

2. His answer was that he had no intention of going. 

3. I replied that I could not help it. 

4. His explanation was that he was required at home. 

5. Her answer was a decided shake of the head. 

6. Nevertheless he refused. 

7. He nodded a consent. 

8. She agreed. 

9. There was no response. 

m • 

II. Arrange the following sentences in their proper order and give the 
composition a title. (The first two sentences are in their right 
place and order.) 

“ What a tiresome place is Valladolid ! ” said the lady. 
“ How different from Toro ! ” 

“ I should have thought,” said I, “ that it is at least as 
agreeable as Toro, which is not a third part so large.” 

“ What does the prison of Toro possess to distinguish it 
from all others ? ” I asked. 

“ It is generally the first place I visit,” said she. “ I have 
been to see the prison of Valladolid, and it seems as tiresome 
as the town.” 

“ What does it possess ? ” she repeated. “ Is not my 
husband the jailor ? Am I not the wife of the jailor ? ” 

“ As agreeable as Toro ! ” said she. “ What nonsense ! 
Were you ever in the prison of Toro ? ” 

“ Not in the prison of Toro,” said she. 

“ I beg your pardon,” said I. “I was not aware of that 
circumstance. It of course makes a difference.” 

“ Of course,” I replied, “ if grief exists anywhere, you will 
find it in a prison.” 

“ I have never had that honour,” said I. “ The prison is 
generally the last place I think of visiting.” 


-^AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 

SECTION XIII : 1 43 - COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION 

The Vagabond 

Give to me the life I love, 

Let the lave go by me, 

Give the jolly heaven above 
And the byway nigh me. 

Bed in the bush with stars to see, 

Bread I dip in the river— 

There’s the life for a man like me, 

There’s the life for ever. 


Let the blow fall soon or late. 

Let what will be o’er me ; 

Give the face of earth around 
And the road before me. 
Wealth I seek not, hope nor love, 
Nor a friend to know me ; 

All I seek, the heaven above 
And the road below me. 


Or let autumn fall on me 
Where afield I linger, 

Silencing the bird on tree. 

Biting the blue finger— 

White as meal the frosty field— 

Warm the fireside heaven— 

Not to autumn will I yield 
Not to winter even ! 

Robert Louis Stevenson 


In the above stanzas a certain kind of person is described in verse. 
Imagine that you know somebody of this kind and describe him in prost 
—his name, age, looks, dress, habits. 
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SECTION XIII: 144 - ENGLISH USAGES 

I 

S 1. The test was a hard one and Tommy was racking his 

brains to find the right answers. Describe his face. 

2. Alice asked her mother a question. Her mother said 
she would sleep on it. How long had Alice to wait 

for an answer ? 

3. “ Slowly a thought flashed through my mind .” Does that 
sentence make good sense ? 

4. “ I decided to go for a walk but, on second thoughts, 
I remained at home.” Find another expression for 

on second thoughts. 

5. “ She was under the impression that Pekin was in Japan.” 
Give one word for the expression in italics. 

6. We speak of the bodily eye and the mind's eye. Which eye 
are you using (a) when you see your reflection in a 
mirror, (b) when you see your mistake ? 

7. “ Quick as thought came her reply.” How long was it 
before she answered ? 


SECTION XIII : 145 - GRAMMAR - CASE 
Which of the pronouns within brackets is correct ? 

1. You and (I, me) must have a talk. 

2. You are as well off as (I, me). 

3. I am stronger than (he, him). 

4. You and (I, me) together can do it. 

5. (Who, whom) do you think I saw to-day ? 

6. Somebody told me, I forget (who, whom). 

7. She is a girl (who, whom) I think will succeed. 

8. (Who, whom) do you think spoke to me to-day ? 

# 

9. Between you and (I, me) he is making a mistake. 

10. (Who, whom) did you get it from ? 

11. She did not know (who, whom) to ask. 

12. I do not believe it was (he, him). 

13. She asked Alice and (I, me) to come with her. 

14. You are as guilty as (I, me). 


I IO_ 
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SECTION XIII : 1 46 - FITNESS 

From the three expressions in each sentence choose the best one eivim, 4 

reasons for your choice . 5 * * 

/ 

He racked his brains') c 

i. He pondered deeply l *° ^nd an answer, but without 
, He studied hard I success. 


2. I have made 
up my mind 


not to decide before to-morrow, 
to sleep on it. 

to delay a decision until to-morrow. 


f paid attention to everything that was said and done. 
3. He - did not allow his mind to wander. 

t kept his wits about him. 




/ positively decline to go. 

- won’t go, and that’s flat, 
am most unwilling to go. 


In order to prevent further waste of time \ 

5. To cut the matter short 1 1 say no. 

So that you may save yourselves time and effort I 


SECTION XIII : 147 - WHAT IT MEANS 

“ He does some foolish things.” 

Which of the following sentences have exactly the same meaning as the C* 
sentence above ? 

1. He is a bit of a fool. 

2. What a fool he is ! 

3. Isn’t he a fool ? 

4. He is no Solomon. 

5. “ Act first and think afterwards ” is his motto. 

6. Impolite people would call him an ass. 

7. His actions are not always wise. 

8. Some of the things he does are not well considered. ^ 

9. He is not altogether a fool. 

10. Now and then he behaves foolishly. 

11. He is sometimes quite intelligent. 


Ill 


r 

• - t 
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Section XIV : Order 

s section nv: 148 -WHAT it means 

The Voice of Spring 

1 

I come, I come ! ye have called me long, 

I come o’er the mountains with light and song ; 

Ye may trace my step o’er the wakening earth, 

By the winds which tell of the violet’s birth, 

By the primrose stars in the shadowy grass, 

By the green leaves opening as I pass. 

2 

* j have breathed on the South, and the chestnut-flowers 

By thousands have burst from the forest-bowers ; 

And the ancient graves, and the fallen fanes, 

Are veiled with wreaths on Italian plains. 

—But it is not for me, in my hour of bloom, 

To speak of the ruin or the tomb ! 

3 

I have passed o’er the hills of the stormy North, 

And the larch has hung all his tassels forth, 

The fisher is out on the sunny sea, 

And the reindeer bounds through the pasture free. 

And the pine has a fringe of softer green, 

*■ And the moss looks bright where my step has been 

4 

I have sent through the wood-paths a gentle sigh, 

And called out each voice of the deep-blue sky, 

From the night-bird’s lay through the starry time, 

In the groves of the soft Hesperian clime, 

To the swan’s wild note by the Iceland lakes, 

When the dark fir-bough into verdure breaks 

5 

From the streams and founts I have loosed the chain : 
^ They are sweeping on to the silvery main, 

They are flashing down from the mountain-brows, 
They are flinging spray on the forest boughs, 

They are bursting fresh from the sparry caves, 

And the earth resounds with the joy of waves. 
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6 

Come forth, O ye children of gladness, come ! 
Where the violets lie may now be your home. 

Ye of the rose-cheek and dew-bright eye. 

And the bounding footstep, to meet me fly, 

With the lyre, and the wreath, and the joyous lay, 
Come forth to the sunshine—I may not stay. 



7 

Away from the dwellings of care-worn men, 

The waters are sparkling in wood and glen ; 

Away from the chamber and dusky hearth, 

The young leaves are dancing in breezy mirth, 

Their light stems thrill to the wild-wood strains^ 

And Youth is abroad in my green domains. 

Felicia Hemans 


I. Answer the following questions after having read the poem carefully 

once through. 

1. What animal is mentioned in the poem ? 

2. Tell (a) all the things seen, ( b ) all the things heard, which 
show that Spring has come. 

3. What birds are mentioned in the poem ? 

4. What countries does the poet mention by name ? 

5. What (a) flowers, ( b ) trees, does the poet mention ? 

6. What other things that grow in the soil besides the 
flowers and tfre trees are mentioned by the poet ? 

7. Does the lilt, swing, or rhythm (these three words mean 
the same) of the poem suggest a slow march, a quick 
march, slumber (as in a lullaby) or a dance ? 

8. Which of the following is the best summary of the poem ?' 

(a) Spring will come. 

(b) Spring has come. 

(c) Summer will soon be here. 
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II These questions are to be answered after a further careful reading 
of the poem — 

S j # Who is it that says (stanza i, line i) “ I come, I come ! ” ? 

2. Why should Spring come with song (stanza i, line 2) ? 

3. The third line of the first stanza speaks of “ the wakening 
earth.” Has the earth been sleeping ? 


4. Does the expression “ primrose stars ” suggest (a) their 
shape, ( b) their colour ? 

5. A fane (stanza 2, line 3) is a temple. Is there anything 
in the last line of the second stanza to suggest that a fane 
is a building of some kind ? 

6. What two kinds of trees are said to grow in “ the stormy 


What 


the pine ? 
is “ the night 


North ” ? 

7. What happens in Spring to t 

8. What bird sings at night ? 
bird’s lay ” (stanza 4, line 3) ? 

9. What is “ the starry time ” ? 

10. By “ the Hesperian clime ” is probably meant Spain. 
Clime is used only by poets. Does it mean exactly the 
same thing as climate ? 


11. Verdant means green. What happens when “ the dark 
fir-bough breaks into verdure ” ? 

12. The first line of stanza ^ reads— M 

“ From the streams and founts I have loosed the chain.”; , 
What chain has bound the streams and the founts’ 
during winter ? 


13. Spar is the name given to certain kinds of crystal-like 
minerals. What are the sparry caves from which the 
fountains burst ? 


14. The lyre (stanza 6, line 5) is a musical instrument of the 
harp kind. For what purpose does Spring call on the 

“ Children of gladness ” to come forth to the sunshine 
“ With the lyre, and the wreath, and the joyous lay ” ? 

* 5 * Youth is abroad in my green domains.” 

Why can the poet say so with truth ? 


III. Give the main ideas of each stanza in turn in a sentence or two. 

Example —Stanza 1. Here am I at last and glad to be here ! 

The violets, primroses, and green leaves tell that I am here. 

H 



IT 4^“— —. —AN introduction to the 

SECTION XIV : 149 - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 

Turn the following sentences into other sentences which require quotation 
marks. 

Example —I wondered if I had come upon a bear-garden. 

I said to myself, “ Have I come upon a bear-garden ? ” 

1. He said that he went to see his grandmother every other 
day. 

2. I asked him what an everyday event was. 

3. Her mother told her to make the room tidy. 

4. He was ordered by his father to wait until his sister was 
ready. 

5. They wondered if they would arrive in time. 

6. Tell me why your hair is so rumpled. 

7. The captain ordered his men to fall in. 

8. I was told by her that my brother would be at the station 
by ten o’clock. 

9. We wondered if everything was shipshape. 

10. She told me that her sister had left everything in apple- 
pie order. 

SECTION XIV : 150 - COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION (How it 

Works) 

How the Country is Governed 

Write a composition in two paragraphs on “ How the country is 
governed .” 

Write about some of these things — 

1. Local Government. 

{a) How is your own district, town, or city governed ? 
(County Council, Borough Council, Corporation, 
District Council.) How elected ? 

(£) Its duties. (Education, Roads, Lighting, Police, Trams 
and Buses, Public Assistance, Public Health.) 

(r) How are these services paid for ? (Rates.) 

2. National Government. 

(a) House of Lords, House of Commons. \ 

(b) Duties? (Making of Laws.) 

(c) The Cabinet. 

(d) Taxes. 
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SUCTION XIV : 151 - ENGLISH USAGES 

1. What is an everyday event ? 

2. “ Every two weeks he went to see his grandmother.” How 

often id he see her in a year ? 

3. “ I see him every other day” I saw him to-day (Monday). 
When shall I see him again ? 

4. If you do your work by Jits and starts , how many hours do 
you work every day. 

5. Everything in the room was at sixes and sevens . How 
many chairs were there in the room ? How many 
tables ? How were the tables and the chairs arranged ? 

6. Explain carefully how the soldiers spoken of in these two 
sentences marched— 

(a) They marched two and two . 

(b) They marched in single Jile . 

7. Mr. X knows nothing of music. Nevertheless people 
say that in all things he plays second jiddle to his wife. 
What do they mean ? 

8. Mr. X was in a fix. “ Here,” said he, “ is a pretty kettle 
of fish” Was he a cook or a fishmonger ? 


SECTION XIV : 1 5 2 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 


seems 


* 1 / 
good sense. 

1. Step by step 


2. 


at sixes and sevens. 


3. To 


is to put the cart before the horse. 


4. Teachers can scarcely be expected to play second fiddle 
to —-. 


6 . — 

7- — 
8 . — 

9- To 


10. It is natural for 


in the bud. 

by fits and starts, 
at a stretch, 
like sardines. 

— is exceptional 


11. 


without exception 
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SECTION XIV : 153 “ GRAMMAR - NUMBER (VERBS) 

Which of the verbs within brackets is correct? 

1. (Is, are) either of your two brothers at home ? 

2. Either of these answers (is, are) certain to be correct. 

3. He is one of the cleverest pupils that (has, have) attended 
this school. 

♦ 

4. The labour of years (has, have) been wasted. 

5. She as well as her sister (is, are) much to blame. 

6. What (was, were) you doing last night ? 

7. Neither of them (has, have) much to boast of. 

8. Nothing but the cries of the gulls (was, were) heard. 

9. Every one of us (loves, love) her. 

10. The class (was, were) agreed that Ruth should sing the 
solos. 

11. The class (consists, consist) of thirty boys. 

12. No one but these two men (was, were) seen. 

13. In this city (is, are) to be found many fine buildings. 

14. The names of the prizewinners are as (follows, follow). 


SECTION XIV : 154 “ENGLISH USAGES 

1. Two bicycles were on sale. One of them was second-hand , 
the other was second-rate . What was the difference 

between them ? 

2. A won the race '. B was a good second. By how many 
yards did A win ? 

o Arrange these expressions in order according to the 
height of the floor named— 

second floor , ground floor , basement i first floor , attic. 

4. When is a room (or anything else) in apple-pie order? 
What resemblance does such a room bear to an apple pie . 

5. How would you arrange the names of all the pupils of a 
class in alphabetical order? 

6 . How would you arrange a class in order of merit? 

7. Mr. X is manager of a factory. He has risen from the ranks. 
How did he start in life ? 

8. It is quite clear that Cromwell was no common man. 
What kind of man was he ? 
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section MV: 155 - THE linking of sentences 

I. Fill in the gaps below in any way which seems to you to make good 
sense . 

j One --• The other ran off. 

2 _the King. Next came the Prince of Wales. 

3. She is--• For instance, she is always losing her 

pen. 

4. Yesterday I saw -• In the middle stood a 

child, crying bitterly. 

He-—. I walked behind. 

6. I looked-. All around was a sea of faces. 

7. He approached -• On the front door was a 

knocker. 

8. We climbed -. From the summit we got a 

good view of the surrounding country. 

0 . - by coach. In those days there were no 

railways. 

10 . We sang the -. Immediately afterwards the 

meeting broke up. 

11. The band-. All through the piece the audience 

were beating time with their feet. 

II. Arrange the following sentences in their proper order and in two 
paragraphs —(1) Progress amongst the Eskimos, (2) Progress 
amongst the negroes. 

To them heaven, unlike the land in which they live on earth, 
is a place of sunshine where food exists in plenty and is quite 
easy to get. 

Owing to the cold they are too busy hunting for food to 
think of anything else. 

Thus the negro has no need to exert himself, and he also 
lives as his forefathers lived. 

The climate of a region has much to do with the progress 
which its inhabitants make towards a higher life. 

The latter finds life easy, for, under the influence of the hot 
sun, the earth produces all he needs in abundance. 

Compare the lot of the Eskimo with that of the negro of 
Central Africa. 

Thus it is with the Eskimos of the Arctic regions who live 
just as their forefathers lived. 
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SECTION XIV : 156 - ENGLISH USAGES - RANK AND STATION 

1. To which of the following classes of people does {a) ad earl, 

( b ) a labourer , belong? * 

the common people the first circles 

the higher orders the rank and file of the nation 

the middle classes the lower orders ' 

the peerage the nobility 

the working classes the*upper ten 

2. “ Amongst actors he is in the first flight .” How would he 
perform if he had a difficult part to play ? 

3. (a) What is a diamond of the first water ? 

(b) What is a mistake of the first water ? 

4. Mrs. B thought her new cook a jewel . What did she 
say to her friends about the new cook ? What did the 
new cook say about her ? 

5. Mr. A is no mean fiddler. What mark would you give 
him for his playing—excellent, very good, good, fairly 
good, fair, failure ? 


SECTION XIV : 157-FITNESS 

i 

From the three words within brackets in each sentence choose the one most 
suitable. 

1. There is no more destructive creature than the (usual, 
common, everyday) rat. 

2. The discipline in the school I attend is very (hard, 
stiff, strict). 

3. In every school the (custom, rules, habits) must be 
enforced. 

4. Along the road came a (flock, herd, squad) of sheep. 

5. At the dog-show could be seen all (families, races, 
breeds) of dogs. 

6. Along each side of the avenue was a (file, line, row) of 

beeches. \ 

7. The room was in a state of great (mess, muddle, 

disorder). 

8. Here’s a pretty (mess, disorder, upset) ! 

9. He forged (before, in front, ahead). 

10. Owing to her lameness she fell (backwards, behind, 
after). 

11. They went first : we came (following, next, succeeding). 

12. Let us (complete, finish, conclude) the meeting by 

singing the national anthem. 

13. There was a (pause, gap, cut) in the conversation. 
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Section XV: Cause 

t 

Sr SECTION XV l 1 58 - ENGLISH USAGES 

Each of the following sentences states a result and the cause of 
that result. Give (a) the result , and (b) the cause, in each case. 

Example _“ She lay on a bed of sickness .” (a) Result her lying. 

(b) Cause —Sickness. 

1. He was pale with terror. 

2. Thanks to the carelessness of the guard, the prisoners 
escaped. 

3. Her singing gives me much pleasure. 

4. Your illness can be traced to the wetting you got. 

5. His bad temper led to much unhappiness. 

^ 6, The seeds of evil are often to be found in selfishness. 

7. To find out why they failed we need not go beyond 
their laziness. 

8. The upshot of the quarrel was that they never spoke 
to each other again. 

9. The love of money is the root of all evil. 

10. She believed she would win, and so she won. 

11. Her mother is ill; hence her anxiety. 


SECTION XV : 159 — COMPOSITION — IN OTHER WORDS 

From the Diary of Samuel Pepys (1633-1703) 

“July 14, 1667 (Lord’s day). Up, and my wife, a little 
before four, and to make us ready ; and by and by Mrs. 
Turner came to us by agreement, and she and I stayed 
talking below while my wife dressed herself, which vexed 
me that she was so long about it, keeping us till past five 
o’clock before she was ready. She ready ; and taking some 
bottles of wine and some cold fowl with us into the coach, 
we took coach and four horses, which I had provided last 
night, and so away. A very fine day, and so towards 
Epsom, talking all the way pleasantly, and particularly of 
the pride and ignorance of Mrs. Lowther, in having her 
train carried up. The country very fine, only the way very 
dusty. To Epsom by eight o’clock, to the well ; where 
much company, and I drank the water : they did not, 
but I did drink four pints.” 

Re-write the above passage clearly and simply in the English oj to-day. 


120 — ——— --------AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 

SECTION XV : 160 - WHAT IT MEANS 

I. “ Tommy was hungry and so he was miserable.” 

(a) Which of the following statements about Tommy*s hunger and 
misery are true? 

(b) Turn the statements which are not true into statements which 
are true , but leave unchanged the expressions printed in italics. 

1. Hunger caused his misery. 

2. His hunger sprang from his misery. 

3. His misery was the result of his hunger. 

4. His hunger arose from his misery. 

5. His hunger was due to his misery. 

6. His hunger was the reason a/'his misery. 

7. His hunger followed upon his misery. 

8. His misery had its roots in hunger. 

9. Hunger lay at the root of his misery. 

10. His misery was caused by hunger. 

11. His hunger resulted from his misery. 

II. Give the meaning of each of the following sentences in two other 
sentences in which the verbs are (a) <( caused ” and (b) “ was 

caused by .” 

Example —“ Greed was the root of all the mischief?* (a) Greed caused 

the mischief. ( b ) The mischief was caused by greed. 

1. His absence was brought about by illness. 

2. Her behaviour gave rise to much talk. 

3. My cold was brought on by a drenching. 

4. The flies gave much trouble. 

5. The source of your unhappiness was your own bad 
temper. 

6. The origin of their quarrel was jealousy. 

7. Angry words led to a fight. 

8. Her success can only be accounted for by hard work. 

9. His death was the result of an accident. 

10. Their conduct bred anger in all who saw them. 

11. His poverty could be traced to his laziness. 

12. In his hurry he fell. 

13. He erred through ignorance. 
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acnon xv: l6l - English usages 

A steamship passenger lost one of his trunks. “I am 

going to get to the bottom of it,” said he. What was he 
going to £et ft) the bottom of? 

„ «< Thanks to you, I am alive to-day.” Could you imagine 

undCT what circumstances this was said ? 

«. “ I lay my misfortune at your door.” Express the meaning 
of that sentence in another sentence of this form You 
2^1*0 . ■ — my misfortune. 

4 . Make these two sentences mean the same— 

(a) There is nothing to explain why this happened. 

(1 b) This happened — — . 

5. What do we mean when we say that so-and-so comes of a 
good stock ? 

6. “ She was impatient at the delay.’’ Which—her im¬ 
patience or the delay—was cause , which was effect ? 


SECTION XV: 162 - WAYS OF SAYING THE SAME THING 

Turn each of the following sentences into another sentence which requires 
Ijifctation marks. 

Example —I ordered her to go home at once. 

“ Go home at once,” said I to her. 

1. You asked me what made me do it. 

2. To your question I replied that I did not know why. 

3. I told him that my conduct would depend upon what 
he did. 

4. She told Jack bluntly that he was the cause of his 
mother’s unhappiness. 

5. They asked me to accompany them. 

6. I thought that he would be compelled to come. 

7. She asked me why I did not tell her at once. 

8. I asked him the reason of his silence. 

9. She wondered what was the cause of her brother’s 
illness. 

10. I ordered her to do as she was bid. 

11. My opinion was that nothing would come of their long 

search. 
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SECTION XV : 1 63 - THE LINKING OF SENTENCES 

I. Fill in the gaps below in any way which seems to you to make good 
sense. 

(Note that all the linking expressions are printed in italics.) 

1. The bus-. So we had to walk all the way home. 

2. There is no one-. He is therefore likely to win 

the race. 

3. He is-. For that reason I do not like him. 

4. She is-. In spite of that I like her very much. 

5. An ass-. Hence rude boys call a stupid person 

an ass. 

6. Everyone thought-. Nevertheless he succeeded. 

7. She -. For all that she is a very likeable girl. 

8. The mountain —:-. However we managed to get 

to the top of it. 

9. -. His teacher asked him the reason why. 

10. -. Consequently we had to set off without him. 

II. -. The result was that she caught cold. 

♦ 

11. In the following paragraphs pick out the expressions in each sentence 
(except the first ) which links it with the sentence which goes before it. 

1. Belgium and Holland have long been centres of commerce 
and manufactures. Thus they are rich in cities. 

2. The land lies very low, much of it being below or only a 
little above sea-level. The highest point in it rises to 
660 feet only. Therefore the sea is kept out with great 

difficulty. 

3. Switzerland has no coal. Consequently it has to import 
coal from Germany. However, the use of water-power 

is growing rapidly. 

4. The North Sea is subject to sudden storms. These, 

owing to the shallowness of the water,. quickly raise 
heavy waves. So the British fisherman is a bold and 
skilful sailor. Without him the navy in war time could 
scarcely put to sea. 'v 

5. Over much of the soil of England and portions of Scotland 
and Ireland the soil is very fertile. On that account 
farming is still the greatest of our industries. Yet we do 
not produce enough food to feed ourselves. 
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l64-ENGLISH USAGES - CHANCE 




« The chances are that he will get e *. el . 
Jf l get better.” What is the missing 

Mr. A and Mr. B were chance acquaintances. 
story telling how they first met. 


means “ He 
adverb ? 

Make up a 

* 


3. (a) He broke the window by chance, 
lb) He broke the window by design. 

What two adverbs can be used in place of by chance an 
by design? 

a Mr. X (who was not a pork butcher) refused to purchase 
goods by post. He gave as his reason that he would 
not buy a pig in a poke. Say in plain words what he meant. 


5. " Yesterday while walking through the woods I chanced 
upon an old oak tree.” Explain the meaning of this 
sentence without using the word chance or chanced. 


section xv: 165 - FITNESS 

From the three expressions given in each sentence choose the most suitable 
one. 


j depended upon \ 

1. His illness -! was brought on by la drenching. 

I proceeded from J 


By chance \ 

2. As it may be l she was correct. 
At a venture 


Hi ... f at random. 

3. Wo all believed him for he spoke \ with might 

l with telling 

. „ , . I knocked on the head. 

4- her plans were - plucked up by thfe roots. 

laid waste. 

u . ... I became 
5* is dishonesty J was the cause of 


1 was me ca 

l developed 


his 


into 


ruin. 
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SECTION XV : 1 66 - COMPOSITION - DESCRIPTION (An Ex¬ 
perience) 

Happiness and its Causes 

Write a composition on one of the following subjects — 

The most enjoyable meal I ever ate. 

The most exciting experience I ever had. 

The most interesting lesson I ever listened to. 

The most enjoyable outing I ever took part in. 

The best laugh I ever had. 

The fastest race I ever ran. 

The most uncomfortable moment in my life. 

The hardest work I ever did. 

# 

Do not begin to write your composition until you have made a skeleton 
or plan showing what is to be the beginning , the middle , and the end oj it . 


SECTION XV : 1 67 - THE BUILDING OF SENTENCES 

She was tired. Therefore she fell asleep quickly. 

The meaning of these two sentences can be given in one sentence , thus — 

1. She was tired, so she fell asleep quickly. 

2. She fell asleep quickly, she was so tired. 

3. She fell asleep quickly because she was tired. 

4. As she was tired, she fell asleep quickly. 

5. She fell asleep quickly for she was tired. 

6. Since she was tired, she fell asleep quickly. 

7. Her being tired was the cause of her falling asleep 
quickly. 

8. Her falling asleep quickly was the result of her being 
tired. 

9. Being tired, she fell asleep quickly. 

Give the meaning of each of the following groups of two sentences in as 
many ways as you can and in one sentence. 

[а] I was hungry. Therefore I ate a good meal. 

(б) The load was very heavy. Therefore the horse 
could not climb the hill. 

(c) He was very young. Therefore he had little sense. 
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168 - REVISION 

i What is (<z) your mother tongue, {b) small talk, (c) tall talk, 

' Id) broken English ? 

2. Make suitable sentences to go immediately before the following 

(a) Therefore you must come. 

(b} I replied that I did not know. 

(c) Yet he is quite harmless. 

(d) Next door live the Smiths. 

(e) After that we became good friends. 

«. Punctuate correctly —Please come in said I to Miss Thomson 
I am so glad to see you many thanks for your kind welcome 
said she in reply and took a seat are you quite well I 
asked I was never in better health was the answer how 

delightful said I 

4. Which of the pronouns within brackets is correct ? 

(a) You are almost as tall as (I, me). 

(b) Between you and (I, me) he knows very little. 

(c) It is time for you and (I, me) to have a talk. 

(d) They told Jack and (I, me) they were coming. 

(e) She is taller than (I, me). 

5. From the expressions within brackets choose the most suitable one. 

(a) The (fruit, harvest, effect) of the explosion was to 
stun us. 

( b ) His remarks (caused, kindled, brought on) great 
laughter. 

(c) Herring travel in (flocks, shoals, squadrons). 

(d) The result of the match is (unerring, positive, certain). 

(e) It is a difficult problem to (find out, solve, make sure). 


6 


Which of the following mean 
wrong ” ? 




I am sure that you are 


(a) 

(b) 

M 
W) 

w 


wrong 


trust 


wrong 


wrong 


wrong 


(/) I cannot believe that you are right. 
7. Fill in the gaps below in any suitable way. 


(«) 

(4) 

(c) 


may be. 


wherever it ( d ) 


all over. 


M 


the world. 


through 


here and thejre. (f) 


at every fr 
on board. 
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l69-REVISION 

1. When do we say that a person is (a) tongue-tied, (b) long- 

winded, {c) no common man ? 

9 * 

2. From the expressions within brackets choose the most suitable one. 

(a) His meaning is very (readable, plain, open). 

(b) She could not (conceal, disguise, cover) her blushes. 

(c) I refused to (let drop, acknowledge, reveal) the secret. 

(d) The (rumour, gossip, scandal) went round that he was 
dead. 

(e) He calmly (confessed, announced, swore) that he was 
going home. 

3. What are the expressions which link the sentences in the following 
paragraph ? 

“ He was caught in a rain-storm. As a result he caught 
a severe cold. This confined him to bed. However, he 
soon recovered. 5 ’ 

4. Which of the following statements make good sense ? 

(a) A severe cold was the cayse of the soaking he got. 
(£) As you sow, so shall you reap. 

(c) The burglary was the work of a well-known gang. 

(*/) The result of his accident was that he was driving 
too fast. 

( e ) All evil is the root of the love of money. 

5. Turn the following into sentences that require quotation marks, 

(a) I ask you why you did it. 

(£) She told him that he would rue the day he offended 
her. 

(c) He ordered me to come at once. * 

(d) My opinion was that they were wrong. 

(*) They asked me to come with them. 

6 . Complete the following sentences in any suitable way. 

(a) He was so angry that-. 

(b) Although-he was humble. 

(c) Because-— you will lose. 

(d) Like Samson he —-. 

(e) It is natural for-. 

(/) Being tired, she-. • 

7. Which of the verbs within brackets is correct ? 

(a) Where (was, were) you ? , 

(b) Neither of you (is, are) correct. 

(c) The number of pupils (has, have) increased. 

(d) No one but you and me (knows, know). 

( e ) In London (is, are) to be found many fine churches. 

(/) They as well as she (is, are) <0 blame. 
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TESTS 

-* 

I. 


A 


2 . 


Give the meaning of the following in three other 
i a \ Jane dropped her handkerchief through 
(b) Jack lost his book through carelessness. 

Fill in the gaps below with suitable words and stops. 


ways. 

nervousness 


Maisie asked her father to 
forgotten how,” said he. 


CC 


I have 


(*) “ 


Mrs 


“ About ten o’clock,” 


w 

w 


C< 


€ C 


replied her husband. 

_” said A. “ Certainly,” said B. 

_said X. “ Not if I know it, said Y. 


3. Turn the following into sentences that require no quotation marks . 

{a) “ Where did I see you last ? ” said I to him. 

(b) “ Stand still ! ” said I to her. 

(c) “ What a clever fellow you are ! ” said she to me. 

( d ) “ Much you care ! ” said I to him. 

(e) “ Why not travel by bus ? ” I asked her. 


4. What work ( noun , etc.) does round do in these sentences ? 

(a) You are like a square peg ii> a round hole. 

(b) Round and round he went. 

(c) I walked round the garden. 

(d) “ Let us round them up,” said the sergeant. 

(e) This morning I had a round of golf. 


5. What is (a) a drawn game , ( b ) a dead heat , (c) a chip of the old 
block ? 


6 . Which of the following sentences mean , “ I answered him 
correcdy ” ? 

(a) I told him what I believed to be the truth. 

( b ) I gave him a straightforward answer. 

(c) What I told him was the truth. 

( d ) I said to him, “ What I tell you is true.” 

{e) He could rely upon my answer being true. 

7. Which of the expressions within brackets is the most suitable ? 

(a) Please (say, expound, expose) exactly what you mean. 

W Your meaning is (underhand, sly, not clear). 

(r) Do not (let fall, give away, acknowledge) my secret. 

(d) The (truth, bluntness, plainness) of what you say is 
not to be doubted. 
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TESTS - B 


I 


Give in one sentence and in as many ways as you can the meaning 




(fl) I was happy. Therefore X went about singing. 
(b) She is poor. Yet she is happy. 

2. Make sentences to go immediately in front of 
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very 


(a) Besides she is 

(b) Nevertheless I did not like him. 

(c) After that we played games. 

{d) As a result she is ill in bed. 

(e) Next came Tommy. 

3 - What work ( noun , etc.) does like do in these sentences? 



4 


You are like me. 

She talks like you. 

I like you. 

Turn the following e> 
which mean the same. 


* 

I never saw her like. 

The twins are very like. 

Did you ever hear the like ? 


(<2) Did you ever hear such a thing ? 

( b ) What a surprise I got ! 

(c) Fie for shame ! 

(d) When shall we find his equal ? 

(e) Who amongst is us perfect ? 

5. Which of the following sentences make good sense ? 

(a) He did as he was bid, for he was a law to himself. 

(b) I cannot believe you although you speak the truth. 


(c) I believe I am right ; therefore I say 

(d) It is sometimes easy to do difficult thi 


6. When 


j ) f\ 

of hi 


w 



his sleeve 


7 . Which of 


(a) It is easy to get into bad (habits, rules, customs). 

( b ) The two boys (assembled, met, clustered) at the school 
gate. 

( c ) This is the (rear, hindermost, last) page in this book. 

( d) He went first and I came (astern, after, subsequently). 

ni l C 





